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It took a few years of false starts but now it’s official: the graphic novel form is
the fastest growing new category of publishing, rising like a meteor. Stephen
(The 101 Best Graphic Novels) Weiner takes us on a historical tour of this format
with a bit of background on comics as a whole.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A quickie guide to the history of comics by the author of The 101 Best Graphic Novels, this slim tome
covers the usual ground in few new ways. Weiner begins with the rise of the commercial comic strip, follows
the medium into comic books and superheroes, then up through the turbulent 1960s underground, and on into
Will Eisner's work, the mature superheroics of the '80s, the epochal Maus and the new alternative comics.
Along the way, Weiner does something unique: he describes the history of the graphic novel in the book
trade. Though his facts are a little fuzzy (e.g., the first graphic novel from a mainstream publisher remains far
murkier than his claim for Eisner's A Contract With God), this is a noteworthy attempt to trace the current
boom in the industry and to distance thematic and commercial relatives such as Eisner, or Jules Feiffer's
Tantrum. But this one diversion aside, the effort reeks of a quick cash-in. Although it purports to be history,
it focuses only on what's strong in the marketplace today (e.g., Neil Gaiman, Bone, etc.), and ignores lesser
known but equally available titles. And so while Weiner can put all those bestsellers in some context, his
book won't take readers, buyers or librarians anywhere new. The graphic novel is, as Weiner claims, an
exciting new frontier with old roots, and as such it needs a stronger treatment than this.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Stephen Weiner
is the director of a library in Massachusetts and renowned pioneering expert in the field of graphic novels for
two decades, as well as the author of 101 Best Graphic Novels.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobbi Brunner:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Faster Than a Speeding Bullet: The
Rise of the Graphic Novel is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Robert Armistead:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Faster Than a Speeding Bullet: The Rise of the
Graphic Novel was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Faster Than a
Speeding Bullet: The Rise of the Graphic Novel has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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Sarah Creamer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Faster
Than a Speeding Bullet: The Rise of the Graphic Novel.

Helen Hanson:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Faster Than a Speeding Bullet: The Rise of the
Graphic Novel to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about
book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it.
Beside that the reserve Faster Than a Speeding Bullet: The Rise of the Graphic Novel can to be your new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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