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"The greatest novel of physical love which China has produced." —Pearl S.
Buck

A saga of ruthless ambition, murder, and lust, The Golden Lotus (Jin Ping Mei)
has been called the fifth Great Classical Novel in Chinese literature and one of
the Four Masterworks of the Ming novel. Admired in its own time for its literary
qualities and biting indictment of the immorality and cruelty of its age, it has also
been denigrated as a "dirty" book for its sexual frankness. It centers on Ximen
Qing, a wealthy, young, dissolute, and politically connected merchant, and his
marriage to a fifth wife, Pan Jinlian, literally "Golden Lotus." In her desire to
influence her husband and, through him, control the other wives, concubines, and
entire household, she uses sex as her main weapon. The Golden Lotus lays bare
the rivalries within this wealthy family while chronicling its rise and fall. It fields
a host of vivid characters, each seeking advantage in a corrupt world.

The author of The Golden Lotus is Lanling Xiaoxiaosheng, whose name, a
pseudonym, means "Scoffing Scholar of Lanling." His great work, written in the
late Ming but set in the Song Dynasty, is a virtuoso collection of voices and
vices, mixing in poetry and song and sampling different social registers, from
popular ballads to the language of bureaucrats, in order to recreate and comment
mordantly on the society of the time.

This edition features a new introduction by Robert Hegel of Washington
University, who situates the novel for contemporary readers and explains its
greatness as the first single-authored novel in the Chinese tradition. This
translation contains the complete, unexpurgated text as translated by Clement
Egerton with the assistance of Shu Qingchun, later known as Lao She, one of the
most prominent Chinese writers of the twentieth century. The translation has
been pinyinized and corrected.
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"The greatest novel of physical love which China has produced." —Pearl S. Buck

A saga of ruthless ambition, murder, and lust, The Golden Lotus (Jin Ping Mei) has been called the fifth
Great Classical Novel in Chinese literature and one of the Four Masterworks of the Ming novel. Admired in
its own time for its literary qualities and biting indictment of the immorality and cruelty of its age, it has also
been denigrated as a "dirty" book for its sexual frankness. It centers on Ximen Qing, a wealthy, young,
dissolute, and politically connected merchant, and his marriage to a fifth wife, Pan Jinlian, literally "Golden
Lotus." In her desire to influence her husband and, through him, control the other wives, concubines, and
entire household, she uses sex as her main weapon. The Golden Lotus lays bare the rivalries within this
wealthy family while chronicling its rise and fall. It fields a host of vivid characters, each seeking advantage
in a corrupt world.

The author of The Golden Lotus is Lanling Xiaoxiaosheng, whose name, a pseudonym, means "Scoffing
Scholar of Lanling." His great work, written in the late Ming but set in the Song Dynasty, is a virtuoso
collection of voices and vices, mixing in poetry and song and sampling different social registers, from
popular ballads to the language of bureaucrats, in order to recreate and comment mordantly on the society of
the time.

This edition features a new introduction by Robert Hegel of Washington University, who situates the novel
for contemporary readers and explains its greatness as the first single-authored novel in the Chinese tradition.
This translation contains the complete, unexpurgated text as translated by Clement Egerton with the
assistance of Shu Qingchun, later known as Lao She, one of the most prominent Chinese writers of the
twentieth century. The translation has been pinyinized and corrected.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The greatest novel of physical love which China has produced." —Pearl S. Buck, Nobel Prize winning
author

"Egerton and Qingchun (the novelist Lao She), however, present this version entirely in English.
Supplemental materials such as an alphabetical list of characters and Washington University Professor
Robert Hegel's new introduction detailing the novel's historical context will prove invaluable to readers."
—Publishers Weekly

About the Author
Lanling Xiaoxiaosheng wrote The Golden Lotus during the early years of the Wanji era (1573—1620) of
the Ming Empire. Nothing certain is known of Lanling's life.

Clement Egerton was at various times a senior officer in the British army, an Anglican bishop, and a writer,
editor, linguist, and prolific photographer, but he is best known for his enduring translation of The Golden
Lotus.

Shu Qingchun boarded with Clement Egerton and his wife when he was a lecturer in Chinese at the School
of Oriental Studies in London, but he became famous as the Beijing novelist and dramatist Lao She, whose
best-known work may be Rickshaw Boy. He was killed, or committed suicide, during the Cultural
Revolution.

Robert Hegel is the Liselotte Dieckmann Professor of Comparative Literature and a professor of Asian and
Near Eastern Languages and Literatures at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Gabriel:

This Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) tend to be reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei
(Tuttle Classics) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) forcing you to have
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Carol Benally:

The e-book untitled Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) is the book that recommended to
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you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

John Martin:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping
Mei (Tuttle Classics) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
could pick Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) become your own personal starter.

Catherine Lyons:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) when you essential it?
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