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Josiah Sutton was convicted of rape. He was five inches shorter and 65 pounds
lighter than the suspect described by the victim, but at trial alab analyst testified
that his DNA was found at the crime scene. His case looked like many
others—arrest, swab, match, conviction. But there was just one problem—Sutton
was innocent.

We think of DNA forensics as an infallible science that catches the bad guys and
exonerates the innocent. But when the science goes rogue, it can lead to a gross
miscarriage of justice. Erin Murphy exposes the dark side of forensic DNA
testing: crime labs that receive little oversight and produce inconsistent results,
prosecutors who push to test smaller and poorer-quality samples, inviting error
and bias; law-enforcement officers who compile massive, unregulated, and
racially skewed DNA databases; and industry lobbyists who push policies of
“stop and spit.”

DNA testing isrightly seen as atransformative technological breakthrough, but
we should be wary of placing such a powerful weapon in the hands of the same
broken criminal justice system that has produced mass incarceration, privileged
government interests over personal privacy, and all too often enforced the law in
abiased or unjust manner. Inside the Cell exposes the truth about forensic DNA,
and shows us what it will take to harness the power of genetic identification in
service of accuracy and fairness.
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Josiah Sutton was convicted of rape. He was five inches shorter and 65 pounds lighter than the suspect
described by the victim, but at trial alab analyst testified that his DNA was found at the crime scene. His
case looked like many others—arrest, swab, match, conviction. But there was just one problem—Sutton was
innocent.

We think of DNA forensics as an infallible science that catches the bad guys and exonerates the innocent.
But when the science goes rogue, it can lead to a gross miscarriage of justice. Erin Murphy exposes the dark
side of forensic DNA testing: crime labs that receive little oversight and produce inconsi stent results;
prosecutors who push to test smaller and poorer-quality samples, inviting error and bias; law-enforcement
officers who compile massive, unregulated, and racially skewed DNA databases; and industry lobbyists who
push policies of “stop and spit.”

DNA testing is rightly seen as atransformative technological breakthrough, but we should be wary of
placing such a powerful weapon in the hands of the same broken criminal justice system that has produced
mass incarceration, privileged government interests over personal privacy, and all too often enforced the law
in abiased or unjust manner. Inside the Cell exposes the truth about forensic DNA, and shows us what it will
take to harness the power of genetic identification in service of accuracy and fairness.
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Editorial Review
Review

“The book isfull of cases and examples that propel Murphy's discussion forward and will no doubt unsettle
the average citizen. Thankfully she also provides actionable recommendations for policy changesin alega
system that so far has little to say about the collection and uses of DNA.” —Publishers Weekly

“A specialized work that will appeal to attorneys, investigators, crime writers, and others on the frontiers of
forensic DNA laws and technologies.” —Kirkus Reviews

“This brilliant, accessible, and extremely important book by one of our foremost scholars has atimely
message: Without disputing its transformative impact, Murphy argues that DNA testing is not a panacea for
the criminal justice system or forensic scientists. Murphy provides a balanced, thoughtful, and essential
roadmap to a more democratic future. A must-read.” —Barry Scheck and Peter Neufeld, cofounders, the
Innocence Project

From the Back Cover

ISFORENSIC DNA THE NEXT FRONTIER OF GOVERNMENT SURVEILLANCE?

Current criminal justice policies have embol dened a system of mass incarceration, characterized by
assembly-line justice, abuse of official power, racial and socioeconomic inequality, and unacceptable rates of
wrongful conviction. Inside the Cell probes the scientific, statistical, legal, and ethical challenges presented
by forensic DNA testing and explains how:

- DNA analysisis highly subjective, given the poor quality of many crime scene samples

- Crime labs operate with less oversight than your local nail salon

- DNA statistics can mislead jurors about the probability of a match

- Traces of DNA appear in places that a person never touched or visited

- Stop and spit might be the new stop and frisk

- Police use tricks to sneak DNA samples from discarded items

- DNA databases are racially skewed, and current policies only aggravate that inequality

- DNA tests uncover genetic traits beyond just useless junk

- Police maintain rogue databases unregulated by law

n

About the Author

Erin Murphy isaprofessor at NYU School of Law and an expert in DNA forensics. She is a graduate of
Harvard Law School. In addition to scholarly journas, her writing has appeared in Scientific American, New
York Times, USA Today, Sate, San Francisco Chronicle, and Huffington Post. Follow her on Twitter
@ErinMurphysLaw.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shawn Francis:;

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
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something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
guestion due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Inside the Cell: The
Dark Side of Forensic DNA to read.

Teresa Jones:

Inside the Cell: The Dark Side of Forensic DNA can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Inside the Cell: The Dark Side of Forensic
DNA nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial considering.

Pedro Gonzales:

Beside this particular Inside the Cell: The Dark Side of Forensic DNA in your phone, it could possibly give
you away to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Inside the Cell: The Dark Side of Forensic DNA because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from right
now!

Patricia Coulter:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Inside the Cell: The Dark Side of Forensic DNA was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Inside the Cell: The Dark Side of
Forensic DNA has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at al of book are
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yoursel f
and try to like reading which.
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