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• The classic study of the cosmological principles found in the patterns of Islamic
art and how they relate to sacred geometry and the perennial philosophy.

• 150 color and black-and-white drawings of Islamic patterns.

• Explains how these patterns guide the mind from the mundane world of
appearances to its underlying reality.

For centuries the nature and meaning of Islamic art has been wrongly regarded in
the West as mere decoration. In truth, because the portrayal of human and animal
forms has always been discouraged on Islamic religious principles that forbid
idolatry, the abstract art of Islam represents the sophisticated development of a
nonnaturalistic tradition. Through this tradition, Islamic art has maintained its
chief aim: the affirmation of unity as expressed in diversity.

In this fascinating study the author explores the idea that unlike medieval
Christian art, in which the polarization of such forms and patterns was relegated
to a background against which to set sacred images, the geometrical patterns of
Islamic art can reveal the intrinsic cosmological laws affecting all creation. Their
primary function is to guide the mind from the mundane world of appearances
toward its underlying reality.

Numerous drawings connect the art of Islam to the Pythagorean science of
mathematics, and through these images we can see how an Earth-centered view
of the cosmos provides renewed significance to those number patterns produced
by the orbits of the planets. The author shows the essential philosophical and
practical basis of every art creation--whether a tile, carpet, or wall--and how this
use of mathematical tessellations affirms the essential unity of all things. An
invaluable study for all those interested in sacred art, Islamic Patterns is also a
rich source of inspiration for artists and designers.
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• The classic study of the cosmological principles found in the patterns of Islamic art and how they relate to
sacred geometry and the perennial philosophy.

• 150 color and black-and-white drawings of Islamic patterns.

• Explains how these patterns guide the mind from the mundane world of appearances to its underlying
reality.

For centuries the nature and meaning of Islamic art has been wrongly regarded in the West as mere
decoration. In truth, because the portrayal of human and animal forms has always been discouraged on
Islamic religious principles that forbid idolatry, the abstract art of Islam represents the sophisticated
development of a nonnaturalistic tradition. Through this tradition, Islamic art has maintained its chief aim:
the affirmation of unity as expressed in diversity.

In this fascinating study the author explores the idea that unlike medieval Christian art, in which the
polarization of such forms and patterns was relegated to a background against which to set sacred images,
the geometrical patterns of Islamic art can reveal the intrinsic cosmological laws affecting all creation. Their
primary function is to guide the mind from the mundane world of appearances toward its underlying reality.

Numerous drawings connect the art of Islam to the Pythagorean science of mathematics, and through these
images we can see how an Earth-centered view of the cosmos provides renewed significance to those
number patterns produced by the orbits of the planets. The author shows the essential philosophical and
practical basis of every art creation--whether a tile, carpet, or wall--and how this use of mathematical
tessellations affirms the essential unity of all things. An invaluable study for all those interested in sacred art,
Islamic Patterns is also a rich source of inspiration for artists and designers.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A masterly exposition of Islamic pattern and the underlying cosmological principles." (Art Review)

About the Author
Keith Critchlow is Director of Research and Director of Visual Islamic and Traditional Arts at the Prince of
Wales Institute of Architecture. An internationally known lecturer on Islamic art, he is the author of
Pythagorean Geometry. He lives in England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vernie Ruiz:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Islamic Patterns: An Analytical and
Cosmological Approach will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book
with you?

David Binkley:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Islamic Patterns: An Analytical and
Cosmological Approach. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Anne Hernandez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a guide. The book Islamic Patterns: An Analytical and Cosmological Approach it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
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provides high quality.

Salina Rodriguez:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their interest.
They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this era, many
ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Islamic
Patterns: An Analytical and Cosmological Approach can make you really feel more interested to read.
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