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The end of the Second World War saw the emergence of neorealist film in Italy.
In Italian Neorealist Cinema, Christopher Wagstaff analyses three neorealist
films that have had significant influence on filmmakers around the world.
Wagstaff treats these films as assemblies of sounds and images rather than as
representations of historical reality. If Roberto Rossellini's Roma città aperta and
Paisà, and Vittorio De Sica's Ladri di biciclette are still, half a century after they
were made, among the most highly valued artefacts in the history of cinema,
Wagstaff suggests that this could be due to the aesthetic and rhetorical qualities
of their assembled narratives, performances, locations, lighting, sound, mise en
scène, and montage.

This volume begins by situating neorealist cinema in its historical, industrial,
commercial and cultural context, and makes available for the first time a large
amount of data on post-war Italian cinema. Wagstaff offers a theoretical
discussion of what it means to treat realist films as aesthetic artefacts before
moving on to the core of the book, which consists of three studies of the films
under discussion. Italian Neorealist Cinema not only offers readers in Film
Studies and Italian Studies a radically new perspective on neorealist cinema and
the Italian art cinema that followed it, but theorises and applies a method of close
analysis of film texts for those interested in aesthetics and rhetoric, as well as
cinema in general.
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The end of the Second World War saw the emergence of neorealist film in Italy. In Italian Neorealist
Cinema, Christopher Wagstaff analyses three neorealist films that have had significant influence on
filmmakers around the world. Wagstaff treats these films as assemblies of sounds and images rather than as
representations of historical reality. If Roberto Rossellini's Roma città aperta and Paisà, and Vittorio De
Sica's Ladri di biciclette are still, half a century after they were made, among the most highly valued
artefacts in the history of cinema, Wagstaff suggests that this could be due to the aesthetic and rhetorical
qualities of their assembled narratives, performances, locations, lighting, sound, mise en scène, and montage.

This volume begins by situating neorealist cinema in its historical, industrial, commercial and cultural
context, and makes available for the first time a large amount of data on post-war Italian cinema. Wagstaff
offers a theoretical discussion of what it means to treat realist films as aesthetic artefacts before moving on to
the core of the book, which consists of three studies of the films under discussion. Italian Neorealist Cinema
not only offers readers in Film Studies and Italian Studies a radically new perspective on neorealist cinema
and the Italian art cinema that followed it, but theorises and applies a method of close analysis of film texts
for those interested in aesthetics and rhetoric, as well as cinema in general.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

'Italian Neorealist Cinemais a terrific book, well researched, intelligent, open-minded, witty, and, more
importantly, very original. Specialists have written thousands of pages on the topic but none of them has
produced such a clever volume as this. In particular, Christopher Wagstaff's close readings of films by
Rossellini and De Sica are masterful, and his examination of lighting in Roma città aperta is destined to
become a classic in film studies.'

-Pierre Sorlin, Professor of Sociology of Audiovisual Media, Université de la Sorbonne Nouvelle

About the Author
Christopher Wagstaff is Senior Lecturer in Italian Studies at the University of Reading.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Clayton:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Italian
Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

David Dozier:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach
(Toronto Italian Studies) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach
(Toronto Italian Studies) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian
Studies). You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Patricia Coburn:

This Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies) are generally reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Italian Neorealist Cinema: An
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Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic
Approach (Toronto Italian Studies) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Rose Engle:

Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies) can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Italian
Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies) although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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