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Painting Culture tells the complex story of how, over the past three decades, the
acrylic "dot" paintings of central Australiawere transformed into objects of
international high art, eagerly sought by upscale galleries and collectors. Since
the early 1970s, Fred R. Myers has studied—often as a participant-observer—the
Pintupi, one of several Aboriginal groups who paint the famous acrylic works.
Describing their paintings and the complicated cultural issuesthey raise, Myers
looks at how the paintings represent Aboriginal people and their culture and how
their heritage istrandated into exchangeable values. He tracks the way these
paintings become high art as they move outward from indigenous communities
through and among other social institutions—the world of dealers, museums, and
critics. At the sametime, he shows how this change in the status of the acrylic
paintingsis directly related to the initiative of the painters themselves and their
hopes for greater levels of recognition.

Painting Culture describesin detail the actual practice of painting, insisting that
such afocus is necessary to engage directly with the role of the art in the lives of
contemporary Aboriginals. The book includes aunique local art history, a study
of the complete corpus of two painters over atwo-year period. It also explores
the awkward local issues around the valuation and sale of the acrylic paintings,
traces the shifting approaches of the Australian government and key
organizations such as the Aboriginal Arts Board to the promotion of the work,
and describes the early and subsequent phases of the works' inclusion in major
Australian and international exhibitions. Myers provides an account of some of
the events related to these exhibits, most notably the Asia Society’s 1988
"Dreamings' show in New Y ork, which was so pivotal in bringing the work to
North American notice. He also traces the approaches and concerns of dealers,
ranging from semi-tourist outletsin Alice Springs to more prestigious venuesin
Sydney and Melbourne.

With its innovative approach to the transnational circulation of culture, this book
will appeal to art historians, as well asthosein cultural anthropology, cultural
studies, museum studies, and performance studies.
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Painting Culture tells the complex story of how, over the past three decades, the acrylic "dot" paintings of
central Australiawere transformed into objects of international high art, eagerly sought by upscale galleries
and collectors. Since the early 1970s, Fred R. Myers has studied—often as a partici pant-observer—the
Pintupi, one of several Aboriginal groups who paint the famous acrylic works. Describing their paintings and
the complicated cultural issuesthey raise, Myerslooks at how the paintings represent Aboriginal people and
their culture and how their heritage is trandated into exchangeable values. He tracks the way these paintings
become high art as they move outward from indigenous communities through and among other social
ingtitutions—the world of dealers, museums, and critics. At the same time, he shows how this change in the
status of the acrylic paintings is directly related to the initiative of the painters themselves and their hopes for
greater levels of recognition.

Painting Culture describes in detail the actual practice of painting, insisting that such afocusis necessary to
engage directly with the role of the art in the lives of contemporary Aboriginals. The book includes a unique
local art history, a study of the complete corpus of two painters over atwo-year period. It also explores the
awkward local issues around the valuation and sale of the acrylic paintings, traces the shifting approaches of
the Australian government and key organizations such as the Aboriginal Arts Board to the promotion of the
work, and describes the early and subsequent phases of the works' inclusion in major Australian and
international exhibitions. Myers provides an account of some of the events related to these exhibits, most
notably the Asia Society’s 1988 "Dreamings' show in New Y ork, which was so pivotal in bringing the work
to North American notice. He also traces the approaches and concerns of dealers, ranging from semi-tourist
outletsin Alice Springs to more prestigious venues in Sydney and Melbourne.

With itsinnovative approach to the transnational circulation of culture, this book will appeal to art historians,
aswell asthose in cultural anthropology, cultural studies, museum studies, and performance studies.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Aside from being an extraordinary feat of scholarship at the intersection of art, anthropology, and the
renewed interest in material culture, thislong-awaited study is equally afulfillment of the many recent
envisionings of an ethnography of movement and circulation. Only an anthropologist with as keen a
sensibility as Fred R. Myers'sfor the present epoch of change in both anthropology itself and the peoplesit
has long studied could produce awork of such focus and scope.” —Geor ge M ar cus, Rice University

“Fred R. Myers has been in a unique position as a participant-observer of an art movement from its local
beginningsto its international recognition. This book isawork of enormous significance, relevant to debates
in contemporary art theory and cultural studies aswell asin anthropology.”—Howard M or phy, Australian
National University

From the Publisher

"Aside from being an extraordinary feat of scholarship at the intersection of art, anthropology, and the
renewed interest in material culture, thislong-awaited study is equally afulfillment of the many recent
envisionings of an ethnography of movement and circulation. Only an anthropologist with as keen a
sensibility as Myers' s for the present epoch of change in both anthropology itself and the peoplesit has long
studied could produce awork of such focus and scope."—George Marcus, Rice University

"Fred Myers has been in aunique position as a participant observer of an art movement from its local
beginningsto its international recognition. This book isawork of enormous significance, relevant to debates
in contemporary art theory and cultural studies as well asin anthropology."—Howard Morphy, Australian
National University

From the Back Cover

"Fred R. Myers has been in a unique position as a participant-observer of an art movement from its local
beginningsto its international recognition. This book isawork of enormous significance, relevant to debates
in contemporary art theory and cultural studies as well asin anthropology."--Howard Morphy, Australian
National University

Users Review
From reader reviews:
LorraineBriggs:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here islook different you
can read a new book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours
aday to reading a e-book. The book Painting Culture: The Making of an Aboriginal High Art
(Objects/Histories) it is rather good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-
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book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this
book has high quality.

Debra Davis:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your aternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Painting Culture: The Making of an Aboriginal High Art (Objects/Histories).

Michael Mitchdl:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friendsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Painting Culture: The Making of an Aboriginal
High Art (Objectg/Histories), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to missit?
What kind of hangout type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come onits
named reading friends.

Carl Brinkley:

Isit you who having sparetime in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Painting Culture: The Making of an
Aboriginal High Art (Objects/Histories) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are thus
out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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