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This book analyzes 116 films distributed throughout the United States over
nearly 75 years, to construct a theory, grounded in cultural studies and critical
pedagogy, of curriculum in the movies. The portrayal of teachers in popular
motion pictures is based on individual, rather than collective, action and relies on
codes established by stock characters and predictable plots, precluding
meaningful struggle. These conventions ensure the ultimate outcome of the
screen narratives and almost always leave the educational institutions – which
represent the larger status quo – intact and powerful. In addition to an expanded
list of films informing the analysis, this revised edition features two new
chapters: one on gay teachers in recent films and another on principals in the
movies. To interrogate «the Hollywood curriculum» is to ask what it means as a
culture to be responsive to films at both social and personal levels, and to engage
these films as both entertaining and potentially transforming.
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This book analyzes 116 films distributed throughout the United States over nearly 75 years, to construct a
theory, grounded in cultural studies and critical pedagogy, of curriculum in the movies. The portrayal of
teachers in popular motion pictures is based on individual, rather than collective, action and relies on codes
established by stock characters and predictable plots, precluding meaningful struggle. These conventions
ensure the ultimate outcome of the screen narratives and almost always leave the educational institutions –
which represent the larger status quo – intact and powerful. In addition to an expanded list of films informing
the analysis, this revised edition features two new chapters: one on gay teachers in recent films and another
on principals in the movies. To interrogate «the Hollywood curriculum» is to ask what it means as a culture
to be responsive to films at both social and personal levels, and to engage these films as both entertaining
and potentially transforming.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

MARY M. DALTON is Professor of Communication and Film and Media Studies at Wake Forest
University. She is the co-editor of Screen Lessons: What We Have Learned From Teachers on Television
and in the Movies and of The Sitcom Reader: American Re-viewed, Still Skewed with Laura R. Linder. In
addition to her scholarly work in the area of critical media studies, she is a documentary filmmaker and a
media critic.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Justin Moore:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Hollywood Curriculum
(Counterpoints) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Lourdes Williams:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Hollywood Curriculum (Counterpoints) can
be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Maria Simmons:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is identified as of book The Hollywood Curriculum (Counterpoints). You can add your knowledge
by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Robin Lawrence:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
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half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Hollywood Curriculum (Counterpoints) to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling
about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
learn it. Beside that the reserve The Hollywood Curriculum (Counterpoints) can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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