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This thesis examines the generalship, leadership, and operational art of General
James N. Mattis, US Marine Corps by using Task Force 58 in Afghanistan as a
formative base and then comparing elements of operational art to the conduct of
the 1st Marine Division in Operation Iraqi Freedom, 2003. Mattis draws upon
many historical influences that shape his operational design in both campaigns.
He puts great effort and focus on ensuring that his commander’s intent is
understood by all his subordinates and uses a preference for a small staff in the
planning and execution of his intent. He makes heavy use of personally selected
liaison officers to form and sustain habitual relationships with higher and
adjacent units. Through the use of historical examples and a refusal to be
constrained by doctrine and popular thought he uses innovative approaches in his
design. These innovative approaches often constitute paradigm shifts with
contemporary thought and doctrine. A ‘Mattis Way of War’ is postulated in the
conclusion which draws from his use of history, commander’s intent, and
leadership to build up a capacity, or potential energy, for action in his unit. Once
built up, he unleashes this energy utilizing explicit trust in his staff and
subordinates.
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This thesis examines the generalship, leadership, and operational art of General James N. Mattis, US Marine
Corps by using Task Force 58 in Afghanistan as a formative base and then comparing elements of
operational art to the conduct of the 1st Marine Division in Operation Iraqi Freedom, 2003. Mattis draws
upon many historical influences that shape his operational design in both campaigns. He puts great effort and
focus on ensuring that his commander’s intent is understood by all his subordinates and uses a preference for
a small staff in the planning and execution of his intent. He makes heavy use of personally selected liaison
officers to form and sustain habitual relationships with higher and adjacent units. Through the use of
historical examples and a refusal to be constrained by doctrine and popular thought he uses innovative
approaches in his design. These innovative approaches often constitute paradigm shifts with contemporary
thought and doctrine. A ‘Mattis Way of War’ is postulated in the conclusion which draws from his use of
history, commander’s intent, and leadership to build up a capacity, or potential energy, for action in his unit.
Once built up, he unleashes this energy utilizing explicit trust in his staff and subordinates.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

The book The Mattis Way of War: An Examination of Operational Art in Task Force 58 and 1st Marine
Division has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Kelley Thornton:

Exactly why? Because this The Mattis Way of War: An Examination of Operational Art in Task Force 58
and 1st Marine Division is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Gina Keller:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is The Mattis Way of War: An Examination of Operational Art in Task Force 58
and 1st Marine Division this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it
is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why
this book appropriate all of you.

Colleen Williams:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
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we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must want to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life by this book The Mattis Way of War: An Examination of Operational Art in Task Force 58 and 1st
Marine Division. You can more inviting than now.
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