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Taigu Ryokan (1759-1831) remains one of the most popular figures in Japanese
Buddhist history. Despite his religious and artistic sophistication, Ryokan
referred to himself as "Great Fool" and refused to place himself within the
cultural elite of his age. In contrast to the typical Zen master of his time, who
presided over a large monastery, trained students, and produced recondite
religious treatises, Ryokan followed a life of mendicancy in the countryside.
Instead of delivering sermons, he expressed himself through kanshi (poems
composed in classical Chinese) and waka and could typically be found playing
with the village children in the course of his daily rounds of begging. Great Fool
is the first study in a Western language to offer a comprehensive picture of the
legendary poet-monk and his oeuvre. It includes not only an extensive collection
of the master's kanshi, topically arranged to facilitate an appreciation of Ryokan's
colorful world, but selections of his waka, essays, and letters.

The volume also presents for the first time in English the Ryokan zenji kiwa
(Curious Accounts of the Zen Master Ryokan), a firsthand source composed by a
former student less than sixteen years after Ryokan's death. Although it lacks
chronological order, the Curious Account is invaluable for showing how Ryokan
was understood and remembered by his contemporaries. It consists of colorful
anecdotes and episodes, sketches from Ryokan's everyday life.

To further assist the reader, three introductory essays approach Ryokan from the
diverse perspectives of his personal history and literary work.
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Taigu Ryokan (1759-1831) remains one of the most popular figures in Japanese Buddhist history. Despite
his religious and artistic sophistication, Ryokan referred to himself as "Great Fool" and refused to place
himself within the cultural elite of his age. In contrast to the typical Zen master of his time, who presided
over a large monastery, trained students, and produced recondite religious treatises, Ryokan followed a life
of mendicancy in the countryside. Instead of delivering sermons, he expressed himself through kanshi
(poems composed in classical Chinese) and waka and could typically be found playing with the village
children in the course of his daily rounds of begging. Great Fool is the first study in a Western language to
offer a comprehensive picture of the legendary poet-monk and his oeuvre. It includes not only an extensive
collection of the master's kanshi, topically arranged to facilitate an appreciation of Ryokan's colorful world,
but selections of his waka, essays, and letters.

The volume also presents for the first time in English the Ryokan zenji kiwa (Curious Accounts of the Zen
Master Ryokan), a firsthand source composed by a former student less than sixteen years after Ryokan's
death. Although it lacks chronological order, the Curious Account is invaluable for showing how Ryokan
was understood and remembered by his contemporaries. It consists of colorful anecdotes and episodes,
sketches from Ryokan's everyday life.

To further assist the reader, three introductory essays approach Ryokan from the diverse perspectives of his
personal history and literary work.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is the biggest, most thoughtful English collection of Japan's most famed and humble poet, Taigu
Ryokan.-- "Parabola"

Whereas ... earlier works concentrated upon the poetry of Ryokan, [this] volume aims at a broader
presentation of the man and his life.-- "Japanese Journal of Religious Studies"

Review
This is the biggest, most thoughtful English collection of Japan's most famed and humble poet, Taigu
Ryokan. (Parabola)

Whereas ... earlier works concentrated upon the poetry of Ryokan, [this] volume aims at a broader
presentation of the man and his life. (Japanese Journal of Religious Studies)

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Japanese

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judith Tate:

Here thing why this specific Great Fool: Zen Master Ry?kan; Poems, Letters, and Other Writings are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Great Fool: Zen Master Ry?kan; Poems,
Letters, and Other Writings giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Great Fool: Zen Master Ry?kan; Poems,
Letters, and Other Writings. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Great Fool: Zen Master Ry?kan; Poems, Letters, and Other Writings in e-book can be
your substitute.

Lydia Donaldson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Great Fool: Zen Master
Ry?kan; Poems, Letters, and Other Writings suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in
this era. The actual book untitled Great Fool: Zen Master Ry?kan; Poems, Letters, and Other Writingsis the
main of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book.
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This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented
of the world in this particular book.

Hilton Rogers:

Exactly why? Because this Great Fool: Zen Master Ry?kan; Poems, Letters, and Other Writings is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

Rachel Addison:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Great Fool: Zen Master Ry?kan; Poems, Letters, and Other Writings. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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