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‘Jürgen Habermas’, wrote the American philosopher Ronald Dworkin on the
occasion of the great European thinker’s eightieth birthday, ‘is not only the
world’s most famous living philosopher. Even his fame is famous.’ Now, after
many years of intensive research and in-depth conversations with
contemporaries, colleagues and Habermas himself, Stefan Müller-Doohm
presents the first comprehensive biography of one of the most important public
intellectuals of our time. From his political and philosophical awakening in West
Germany to the formative relationships with Adorno and Horkheimer, Müller-
Doohm masterfully traces the major forces that shaped Habermas’s intellectual
development. He shows how Habermas’s life and work were conditioned by the
possibilities offered to his generation in the unique circumstances of regained
freedom that characterized postwar Germany. And yet Habermas’s career is
fascinating precisely because it amounts to more than a corpus of scholarly work,
however original and influential that may be. For here is someone who
continually left the protective space of the university in order to assume the role
of a participant in controversial public debates Ð from the significance of the
Holocaust to the future of Europe Ð and in this way sought to influence the
development of social and political life in an arena much broader than the
academy. The significance and virtuosity of Habermas’s many writings over the
years are also fully and expertly documented, ranging from his early work on the
public sphere to his more recent writings on communicative action,
cosmopolitanism and the postnational condition. What emerges from this
biography is a vivid portrait of one of the great public intellectuals of our time Ð
a unique thinker who has made an immense and lasting philosophical
contribution but who, when he perceives that society is not living up to its
potential for creating free and just conditions for all, becomes one of its most
rigorous and persistent critics.
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‘Jürgen Habermas’, wrote the American philosopher Ronald Dworkin on the occasion of the great European
thinker’s eightieth birthday, ‘is not only the world’s most famous living philosopher. Even his fame is
famous.’ Now, after many years of intensive research and in-depth conversations with contemporaries,
colleagues and Habermas himself, Stefan Müller-Doohm presents the first comprehensive biography of one
of the most important public intellectuals of our time. From his political and philosophical awakening in
West Germany to the formative relationships with Adorno and Horkheimer, Müller-Doohm masterfully
traces the major forces that shaped Habermas’s intellectual development. He shows how Habermas’s life and
work were conditioned by the possibilities offered to his generation in the unique circumstances of regained
freedom that characterized postwar Germany. And yet Habermas’s career is fascinating precisely because it
amounts to more than a corpus of scholarly work, however original and influential that may be. For here is
someone who continually left the protective space of the university in order to assume the role of a
participant in controversial public debates Ð from the significance of the Holocaust to the future of Europe Ð
and in this way sought to influence the development of social and political life in an arena much broader than
the academy. The significance and virtuosity of Habermas’s many writings over the years are also fully and
expertly documented, ranging from his early work on the public sphere to his more recent writings on
communicative action, cosmopolitanism and the postnational condition. What emerges from this biography
is a vivid portrait of one of the great public intellectuals of our time Ð a unique thinker who has made an
immense and lasting philosophical contribution but who, when he perceives that society is not living up to its
potential for creating free and just conditions for all, becomes one of its most rigorous and persistent critics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This [book] makes for fascinating reading"
 The Guardian

"Habermas is a biography of an accomplished living intellectual whose audience is extended much beyond
the academic world. Stefan Mï¿½ller-Doohm is a perfect storyteller and he tells the story of Habermas in
such a way that you will not be able to put it down before you finish it. Nobody knows the art of biography
better than Mï¿½ller-Doohm."
The Washington Book Review

"Few would contest the verdict that Habermas has achievedï¿½in both his philosophical work and in his role
as a public intellectualï¿½a place of enduring significance that surpasses that of any other thinker in our time.
The definitive new biography by Stefan Mï¿½ller-Doohmï¿½ lays out the evidence for this conclusion with
great care and enormous sympathy for its protagonist."
The Nation

"Heideggerï¿½s lapidary biographical summation, ï¿½The man was born, he worked, and then died,ï¿½ may
have been appropriate for Aristotle, but is woefully inadequate for the philosopher who is arguably our
eraï¿½s version of the great Greek polymath, Jï¿½rgen Habermas. For not only is he still very much alive
and producing new work at a vigorous pace, but it is also the case that his voluminous contributions to
philosophy, sociology, political theory, and cultural criticism demand to be read in the context of his
remarkable career as a committed public intellectual. As his masterful biography of Adorno already
demonstrated, Stefan Mï¿½ller-Doohm shows himself to be fully up to the task of discerning figures in the
intricately woven carpet of a major thinkerï¿½s life and work."
Martin Jay, University of California Berkeley

About the Author
Stefan Müller-Doohm, born in 1942, studied in Frankfurt under Theodor W. Adorno and Max Horkheimer
and is now Professor Emeritus of Sociology and Director of the Research Centre for the Sociology of
Intellectuals at the University of Oldenburg. His other works include Adorno: A Biography.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephan Stephens:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Habermas: A Biography. All type of
book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.
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Michelle Wilson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Habermas: A Biography book is readable by you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Habermas: A Biography
content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Habermas: A
Biography is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jared Williams:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Habermas: A Biography why because the excellent
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content
is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Jose Johnson:

This Habermas: A Biography is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details
accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Habermas: A Biography in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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