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A consideration of what the culture of Hong Kong tells us about the state of the
world at the fin-de-siecle.

"In a space of disappearance, in the unprecedented historical situation that Hong
Kong findsitself in of being caught between two colonidlities (Britain's and
China's), there is a desperate attempt to clutch at images of identity, however
alien or cliched these images are. There is aneed to define a sense of place
through buildings and other means, at the moment when such a sense of place
(fragile to begin with) is being threatened with erasure by a more and more
insistently globalizing space”.

On June 30, 1997, Hong Kong as we know it will disappear, ceasing its singular
and ambiguous existence as a colonial holdover and becoming part of the
People's Republic of China. In an intriguing and provocative exploration of its
cinema, architecture, photography, and literature, Ackbar Abbas considers what
Hong Kong, with its unique relations to decolonization and disappearance, can
teach us about the future of both the colonial city and the global city.

The culture of Hong Kong encompasses Jackie Chart and John Woo, British
colonial architecture and postmodern skyscrapers. Ironically, it was not until they
were faced with the imposition of Mainland power -- with the signing of the Sino
British Joint Agreement in 1984 -- that the denizens of the colony began the
search for aHong Kong identity. According to Abbas, Hong Kong's peculiar lack
of identity is due to its status as "not so much a place as a space of transit",
whose residents think of themselves as transients and migrants on their way from
Chinato somewhere else.

Abbas explores the way Hong Kong's media saturationchanges its people's
experience of space so that it becomes abstract, dominated by signs and images
that dispel memory, history, and presence.

Hong Kong disappears through simple dualities such as East/West and
tradition/modernity. What is missing from aview of Hong Kong as merely a
colony is the paradox that Hong Kong has benefited from and made a virtue of its
dependent colonial status, turning itself into a global and financial city and
outstripping its colonizer in terms of wealth.
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Combining sophisticated theory and a critical perspective, this rich and thought-
provoking work captures the complex situation of the metropolisthat is
contemporary Hong Kong. Along the way, it challenges, entertains, and makes
an important contribution to our thinking about the surprising processes and
consequences of colonialism.
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A consideration of what the culture of Hong Kong tells us about the state of the world at the fin-de-siecle.

"In a space of disappearance, in the unprecedented historical situation that Hong Kong finds itself in of being
caught between two colonialities (Britain's and China's), there is a desperate attempt to clutch at images of
identity, however alien or cliched these images are. There is a need to define a sense of place through
buildings and other means, at the moment when such a sense of place (fragile to begin with) is being
threatened with erasure by a more and more insistently globalizing space”.

On June 30, 1997, Hong Kong as we know it will disappear, ceasing its singular and ambiguous existence as
acolonia holdover and becoming part of the Peopl€e's Republic of China. In an intriguing and provocative
exploration of its cinema, architecture, photography, and literature, Ackbar Abbas considers what Hong
Kong, with its unique relations to decolonization and disappearance, can teach us about the future of both the
colonial city and the global city.

The culture of Hong Kong encompasses Jackie Chart and John Woo, British colonial architecture and
postmodern skyscrapers. Ironically, it was not until they were faced with the imposition of Mainland power -
- with the signing of the Sino British Joint Agreement in 1984 -- that the denizens of the colony began the
search for aHong Kong identity. According to Abbas, Hong Kong's peculiar lack of identity isdueto its
status as "not so much a place as a space of transit", whose residents think of themselves as transients and
migrants on their way from Chinato somewhere else.

Abbas explores the way Hong Kong's media saturationchanges its peopl€'s experience of space so that it
becomes abstract, dominated by signs and images that dispel memory, history, and presence.

Hong Kong disappears through simple dualities such as East/West and tradition/modernity. What is missing
from aview of Hong Kong as merely a colony is the paradox that Hong Kong has benefited from and made a
virtue of its dependent colonial status, turning itself into a global and financial city and outstripping its
colonizer in terms of wealth.

Combining sophisticated theory and acritical perspective, this rich and thought-provoking work captures the
complex situation of the metropolis that is contemporary Hong Kong. Along the way, it challenges,
entertains, and makes an important contribution to our thinking about the surprising processes and
consequences of colonialism.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

In thisintriguing and provocative exploration of its cinema, architecture, photography, and literature, Ackbar
Abbas considers what Hong Kong, with its unique relations to decolonization and disappearance, can teach
us about the future of both the colonial city and the global city.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alexander Snider:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book Hong Kong: Culture and the Palitics of Disappearance (Public
Worlds) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. Itis
extremely advantages for you. The book Hong Kong: Culture and the Politics of Disappearance (Public
Worlds) is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. Y ou
can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book
Hong Kong: Culture and the Palitics of Disappearance (Public Worlds). Y ou never feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Effie Peoples:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Hong
Kong: Culture and the Politics of Disappearance (Public Worlds), you could tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Debra Danidl:

Isit you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Hong Kong: Culture and the
Politics of Disappearance (Public Worlds) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou
are consequently out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this new erais common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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Clifford White:

Don't beworry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Hong Kong: Culture and the Palitics of
Disappearance (Public Worlds) can give you alot of close friends because by you investigating this one book
you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? L et me have Hong Kong:
Culture and the Politics of Disappearance (Public Worlds).
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