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The shaman occupies a key role as a healer mediating between the world of the
living and the world of spirits and is a potent figure in alternative medicine.
Shamanism, a richly illustrated guide, looks at both historic and present-day
manifestations, from the snowscaps of Siberia to the jungles of the Amazon.

The book discusses visions, initiation rites, shamanic chants, shamanism and
mental health, the shamanic use of plants, and the political and social background
to the shaman’s work. Also covered are the links between the shaman’s sense of
unity in nature and the recent growth of ecological consciousness in Western
societies.

* Includes more than 250 color illustrations that present a unique pictorial record
of shamanism in practice and as represented in art and artifacts

* Includes a detailed region-by-region survey of shamanism with full-color maps

* Explores both spiritual and psychological aspects of the subject, as well as the
relevance of shamanism to contemporary Western culture
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spirits and is a potent figure in alternative medicine. Shamanism, a richly illustrated guide, looks at both
historic and present-day manifestations, from the snowscaps of Siberia to the jungles of the Amazon.

The book discusses visions, initiation rites, shamanic chants, shamanism and mental health, the shamanic use
of plants, and the political and social background to the shaman’s work. Also covered are the links between
the shaman’s sense of unity in nature and the recent growth of ecological consciousness in Western societies.

* Includes more than 250 color illustrations that present a unique pictorial record of shamanism in practice
and as represented in art and artifacts

* Includes a detailed region-by-region survey of shamanism with full-color maps

* Explores both spiritual and psychological aspects of the subject, as well as the relevance of shamanism to
contemporary Western culture
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Piers Vitebsky is an anthropologist and Head of social Science at the Scott Polar Research Institute,
University of Cambridge, England. He is author of Dialogues with the Dead.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Oliver Watts:

Here thing why that Shamanism are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Shamanism giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that
similar with Shamanism. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the paper book maybe the form of Shamanism in e-book can be your alternative.

Beth Murray:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Shamanism book is readable through you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Shamanism content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Shamanism is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Patricia Howland:

The guide with title Shamanism includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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Bernice Capps:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Shamanism can make you sense more interested to read.
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