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Costume defines the superhero, disguising and distinguishing him or her from the
civilian alter ego. The often garish garb expresses a hero's otherness and
empowers its wearers to seek a primal form of justice.

This book provides the first interdisciplinary analysis of the superhero costume
and investigates wide-ranging issues such as identity, otherness, ritual dress and
disguise. Analysis focuses on the implications of wearing superhero costume,
exploring interpretations of the costumed hero and the extent to which the
costume defines his or her role. Using examples across various media (comic
books, film, and television) with case studies including The X-Men, Watchmen,
real-life superheroes such as Phoenix Jones and Pussy Riot, and audience
activities such as cosplay, The Superhero Costume presents new perspectives on
the increasingly popular genre.

A lively and thorough account of superhero fashions throughout history, The
Superhero Costume will be essential reading for students of visual culture,
popular culture, fashion and cultural studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Smart and accessible, Brownie and Graydon's exploration of the superhero costume is a welcome addition
to the fields of media, sociology, cultural studies and politics. Meticulous analysis of well-selected case
studies is situated within a lively discussion of contemporary identity politics, reminding readers of popular
culture's important role in organizing our understanding of the world, and our place within it.” ?Helen
Warner, University of East Anglia, UK

“A rigorous and wide-ranging exploration of this important topic.” ?Mike Carey, comic book writer

“Accessible and academic - this research explores the familiar images of superhero appearances, diving into
layers of meaning in the logos, tights, and vivid colors. What is revealed is the powerful relationship between
the costume, the wearer, and the popular image.” ?Monica Sklar, University of Minnesota, USA

About the Author

Barbara Brownie is a Senior Lecturer in Visual Communication at the University of Hertfordshire, UK,
where she leads online postgraduate study in graphic design and illustration, and lectures in fashion theory.

Danny Graydon is a journalist, critic and author specializing in film and comics. He is a Contextual Studies
Lecturer at The School of Creative Arts at the University of Hertfordshire, UK, teaching model special
effects and interactive media.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Ford:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Superhero Costume: Identity and Disguise in Fact
and Fiction (Dress, Body, Culture). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long
as we know about how is important a new book The Superhero Costume: Identity and Disguise in Fact and
Fiction (Dress, Body, Culture). You can add information and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Mildred Perkins:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
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Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Superhero Costume: Identity and
Disguise in Fact and Fiction (Dress, Body, Culture) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or ideal book with you?

Donald Jones:

The feeling that you get from The Superhero Costume: Identity and Disguise in Fact and Fiction (Dress,
Body, Culture) is the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Superhero
Costume: Identity and Disguise in Fact and Fiction (Dress, Body, Culture) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this The Superhero Costume: Identity and Disguise in
Fact and Fiction (Dress, Body, Culture) instantly.

Rona Foret:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer may be The Superhero Costume: Identity and Disguise in Fact and Fiction (Dress, Body,
Culture) why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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