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In social work there is seldom an uncontroversial `right way' of doing things. So
how will you deal with the value questions and ethical dilemmas that you will be
faced with as a professional social worker?

This lively and readable introductory text is designed to equip students with a
sound understanding of the principles of values and ethics which no social
worker should be without. Bridging the gap between theory and practice, this
book successfully explores the complexities of ethical issues, while recognising
the real-world context in which social workers operate.

Key features of the text include:

- Full of hands-on advice and tips for professional practice.

- Engaging and student-friendly. Each chapter is packed with case studies, reader
exercises, key definitions and useful summaries.

- Comprehensive content. The book explores core issues such as moral
philosophy; professionalism; religion; power; oppression; difference and
diversity; and ethical codes of practice.

- Satisfies all the curriculum and training requirements for the new social work
degree.

Mapping directly on to first year courses, this text is essential reading for all
social work undergraduates. It is an ideal refresher text for upper-level
undergraduates, postgraduate and post-qualifying students, and for professionals.

`This introductory text succeeds in providing an accessible introduction to the
subject area. The book is consistently structured, well planned and uniformly
written in a conversational and immediate style…. The discussion manages to
combine a sense of engagement with a balanced treatment of the issues. Readers
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who apply themselves will be well sensitised to the matters under discussion and
should be able to take their understanding into the practical arena' - Chris Clark,
University of Edinburgh
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In social work there is seldom an uncontroversial `right way' of doing things. So how will you deal with the
value questions and ethical dilemmas that you will be faced with as a professional social worker?

This lively and readable introductory text is designed to equip students with a sound understanding of the
principles of values and ethics which no social worker should be without. Bridging the gap between theory
and practice, this book successfully explores the complexities of ethical issues, while recognising the real-
world context in which social workers operate.

Key features of the text include:

- Full of hands-on advice and tips for professional practice.

- Engaging and student-friendly. Each chapter is packed with case studies, reader exercises, key definitions
and useful summaries.

- Comprehensive content. The book explores core issues such as moral philosophy; professionalism;
religion; power; oppression; difference and diversity; and ethical codes of practice.

- Satisfies all the curriculum and training requirements for the new social work degree.

Mapping directly on to first year courses, this text is essential reading for all social work undergraduates. It is
an ideal refresher text for upper-level undergraduates, postgraduate and post-qualifying students, and for
professionals.

`This introductory text succeeds in providing an accessible introduction to the subject area. The book is
consistently structured, well planned and uniformly written in a conversational and immediate style…. The
discussion manages to combine a sense of engagement with a balanced treatment of the issues. Readers who
apply themselves will be well sensitised to the matters under discussion and should be able to take their
understanding into the practical arena' - Chris Clark, University of Edinburgh
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book is a worthy addition to the literature, and anyone who is engaged in educating students regarding
values and ethics would likely find it useful. This text is successful at "starting where the student is" when
entering into the often charged territory of values. Backett and Maynard have understood clearly that
students often need more guidance in examining their own values and assumptions, and how these lead us to
very different ways of thinking about ethical dilemmas. It would be a helpful resource in approaching the
teaching of values and ethics in social work." (Suzanne Bushfield The Journal of Contemporary Social
Services 2006-08-07)

About the Author

Chris Beckett qualified as a social worker in the 1980s, and worked in the field for 18 years, first as a social
worker and then as a manager, latterly as the manager of a children and families social work team.  Like
most social workers who qualified at that time, he started out as a ‘generic’ social worker, working with a
range of service users including children and families, old people, and people with mental health problems
and disabilities, but his predominant area of work was with children and families.

He moved into academic social work in 2000, working first at Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge and
then at the University of East Anglia in Norwich.  In addition to his social work text books, he has published
academic articles on a variety of topics including the use of military language in social work, the importance
of realism as an ethical principle, and statistics from Sweden about child abuse, following the legal ban there
on corporal punishment.  His main research area, however, has been decision-making in court proceedings
about children, and decision-making about children more generally.

Chris has a parallel career as a writer of literary science fiction. (More information about his fiction can be
found at www.chris-beckett.com.)  He won the Edge Hill Short Fiction prize for his story collection, The
Turing Test, and the Arthur C. Clarke award for his novel Dark Eden.   He is now a full-time writer.     His
view is that ‘academic’ and ‘creative’ writing have more in common than might at first sight appear: in both
cases the author begins with a jumble of ideas that seem to him to be in some way linked together, and
attempts, in large part by a combination of intuition and trial and error, to impose some shape and structure.

Chris has three adult children, and lives in Cambridge with his wife Maggie and sundry animals.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Sawyers:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case who
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want to start reading the book, we give you this Values and Ethics in Social Work: An Introduction book as
beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Floyd Hatfield:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Values and Ethics in Social Work: An
Introduction is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Ruth Snider:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book Values and Ethics in Social Work: An Introduction it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
features high quality.

Shantel McCary:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Values and Ethics in Social Work: An
Introduction is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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