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A critical examination of the impact of BRAC, the world's largest NGO, on the
status of women in Southern Bangladeshi cultural life.

Founded in 1972 and now the largest NGO in the world, BRAC has been lauded
for its efforts aimed at lifting the poor, especially women, out of poverty. In
BRAC, Global Policy Language, and Women in Bangladesh, Manzurul
Mannan—while not denying the many positive accomplishments of
BRAC—places the organization under a critical microscope. Drawing on his
experience as a Bangladeshi native and BRAC insider, Mannan provides unique
insights into not only BRAC’s phenomenal growth and its role in diffusing
western and development ideologies but also, more importantly, how target
populations have been affected culturally and socially. He explains how BRAC
has employed western ideas, theories, and philosophies of agency when engaging
in development interventions in even the remotest villages, seeking to transform
social structures, women’s status, and the local polity. The resulting
intermingling of exogenous perspectives with local knowledge leads to a degree
of inconsistency and dissonance within BRAC’s own operations, while
generating opposition from local commoners and elites. Cautionary yet hopeful,
the book advocates greater cultural sensitivity as a way to mitigate conflict
between BRAC and the constituencies it serves.

Manzurul Mannan is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the Independent
University, Bangladesh.
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A critical examination of the impact of BRAC, the world's largest NGO, on the status of women in Southern
Bangladeshi cultural life.

Founded in 1972 and now the largest NGO in the world, BRAC has been lauded for its efforts aimed at
lifting the poor, especially women, out of poverty. In BRAC, Global Policy Language, and Women in
Bangladesh, Manzurul Mannan—while not denying the many positive accomplishments of BRAC—places
the organization under a critical microscope. Drawing on his experience as a Bangladeshi native and BRAC
insider, Mannan provides unique insights into not only BRAC’s phenomenal growth and its role in diffusing
western and development ideologies but also, more importantly, how target populations have been affected
culturally and socially. He explains how BRAC has employed western ideas, theories, and philosophies of
agency when engaging in development interventions in even the remotest villages, seeking to transform
social structures, women’s status, and the local polity. The resulting intermingling of exogenous perspectives
with local knowledge leads to a degree of inconsistency and dissonance within BRAC’s own operations,
while generating opposition from local commoners and elites. Cautionary yet hopeful, the book advocates
greater cultural sensitivity as a way to mitigate conflict between BRAC and the constituencies it serves.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Manzurul Mannan is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the Independent University, Bangladesh.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Hernandez:

The book BRAC, Global Policy Language, and Women in Bangladesh: Transformation and Manipulation
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make examining a book BRAC, Global Policy Language, and Women in Bangladesh:
Transformation and Manipulation for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and
read a reserve BRAC, Global Policy Language, and Women in Bangladesh: Transformation and
Manipulation. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Robert Stewart:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject BRAC, Global
Policy Language, and Women in Bangladesh: Transformation and Manipulation suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled BRAC, Global Policy
Language, and Women in Bangladesh: Transformation and Manipulationis one of several books this
everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this
book.

Mary Stockton:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This BRAC, Global Policy Language, and
Women in Bangladesh: Transformation and Manipulation is simple to create you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book,
you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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Angela Latham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually BRAC, Global Policy
Language, and Women in Bangladesh: Transformation and Manipulation.
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