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Italo Calvino's reputation as one of the great writers of our century rests chiefly
on his allegorical fables and fantastic narratives, whose inventiveness,
irreverence, and elegant style are universally admired. In this study, the author
focuses on Calvino'sfirst novel, The Path to the Nest of Spiders (1947), because
in it she discerns acritical point of origin for Calvino's entire 'ethics' of writing.
She shows how, in The Path, he challenges the poetics of objectivity of the
Italian neorealists movement and offers a complex and ironic representation of
the anti-Fascist armed resistance in Italy. Situating Calvino's early work inits
historical and cultural context, the author reassesses Italian neorealism in terms
of the theories and critical debates about realism of such critics as Lukacs, Sartre,
Brecht, Adorno, and Barthes. She analyzes neorealism's narrative practices and
cultura and political implications, while setting neorealism in the context of the
resistance and the postwar Reconstruction in Italy and giving readings of major
neorealist texts (novels by Pavese and Vittorini, films by Rossdllini, Visconti,
and others) aswell asrelatively obscure minor ones. The heart of the book
consists of readings of The Path from four different but intersecting critical
perspectives: formalist-narratological, sociohistorical, psychoanalytic, and
Bakhtinian. The readings assess the importance of Calvino's beginnings for the
body of hiswork and incorporate relevant references to his later fiction and
critical essays. Out of these multiple readings, the ironic estrangement of the real
through the act of writing itself emerges as his key narratological strategy.
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Italo Calvino's reputation as one of the great writers of our century rests chiefly on his allegorical fables and
fantastic narratives, whose inventiveness, irreverence, and elegant style are universally admired. In this
study, the author focuses on Calvino's first novel, The Path to the Nest of Spiders (1947), because in it she
discernsacritical point of origin for Calvino's entire 'ethics of writing. She shows how, in The Path, he
challenges the poetics of objectivity of the Italian neorealists movement and offers a complex and ironic
representation of the anti-Fascist armed resistance in Italy. Situating Calvino's early work in its historical and
cultural context, the author reassesses Italian neorealism in terms of the theories and critical debates about
realism of such critics as Lukacs, Sartre, Brecht, Adorno, and Barthes. She analyzes neorealism's narrative
practices and cultural and political implications, while setting neorealism in the context of the resistance and
the postwar Reconstruction in Italy and giving readings of major neorealist texts (novels by Pavese and
Vittorini, films by Rossellini, Visconti, and others) as well as relatively obscure minor ones. The heart of the
book consists of readings of The Path from four different but intersecting critical perspectives: formalist-
narratological, sociohistorical, psychoanalytic, and Bakhtinian. The readings assess the importance of
Calvino's beginnings for the body of hiswork and incorporate relevant referencesto his later fiction and
critical essays. Out of these multiple readings, the ironic estrangement of the real through the act of writing
itself emerges as his key narratological strategy.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘A definitive statement on an area of Calvino's work relatively unknown to the public that has read him only
in trandation: hisrootsin politically committed neorealism. Thiswork is of great importance for the
evaluation of Calvino and for the discussion of the political implications of literary ‘estrangement’. The
analysisis sharp, decisive, and superby, informed.' John Freccero, Stanford University

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Helen Turner:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Calvino and the Age of Neorealism: Fables of
Estrangement why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you actually. Theinside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Julius M ontanez:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Calvino and the Age of
Neorealism: Fables of Estrangement which is obtaining the e-book version. So, why not try out this book?
Let's notice.

Troy Jones:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Calvino and the Age of Neorealism: Fables of
Estrangement can give you alot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Calvino and the Age of
Neorealism: Fables of Estrangement.
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Robert Fox:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Calvino and the Age of Neorealism: Fables of Estrangement when you required it?
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