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Decadent Culture in the United States traces the development of the decadent
movement in America from its beginnings in the 1890s to its brief revival in the
1920s. During the fin de siecle, many Americans felt the nation had entered a
period of decline since the frontier had ended and the country's "manifest
destiny" seemed to be fulfilled. Decadence--the cultural response to national
decline and individual degeneracy so familiar in nineteenth-century Europe--was
thus taken up by groups of artists and writers in major American cities such as
New York, Boston, Chicago, and San Francisco. Noting that the capitalist,
commercial context of America provided possibilities for the entrance of
decadence into popular culture to a degree that simply did not occur in Europe,
David Weir argues that American-style decadence was driven by a dual impulse:
away from popular culture for ideological reasons, yet toward popular culture for
economic reasons. By going against the grain of dominant social and cultural
trends, American writers produced a native variant of Continental Decadence that
eventually dissipated "upward" into the rising leisure class and "downward" into
popular, commercial culture.
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beginnings in the 1890s to its brief revival in the 1920s. During the fin de siecle, many Americans felt the
nation had entered a period of decline since the frontier had ended and the country's "manifest destiny"
seemed to be fulfilled. Decadence--the cultural response to national decline and individual degeneracy so
familiar in nineteenth-century Europe--was thus taken up by groups of artists and writers in major American
cities such as New York, Boston, Chicago, and San Francisco. Noting that the capitalist, commercial context
of America provided possibilities for the entrance of decadence into popular culture to a degree that simply
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going against the grain of dominant social and cultural trends, American writers produced a native variant of
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Editorial Review

Review
David Weir chases down myriad long-ignored traces of a largely forgotten American artistic subculture: the
often gay, countercultural, urbane, and sometimes snooty group that flew the banner of decadence. he is an
unassuming and admirably prepared guide. Modern Philology
Weir provides useful insights into what he assumes was the hardly home-grown phenomenon of American
Decadence. The Times Literary Supplement
this book is more expository than analytical, but the absence of previous scholarly attention to these issues
makes it necessarily so. Weir s engaging writing style makes the book broadly accessible Highly
recommended. CHOICE
Weir admirably recovers the contexts for American versions of late nineteenth-century and early twentieth-
century decadence. He skillfully and resourcefully explores its dominant tendencies and locates its various
urban settings. Weir gives enough space both to individual works and to their various cultural backgrounds
so that the book is remarkably well balanced. Gordon Hutner, University of Illinois"

"David Weir chases down myriad long-ignored traces of a largely forgotten American artistic subculture: the
often gay, countercultural, urbane, and sometimes snooty group that flew the banner of 'decadence.' ... he is
an ... unassuming and admirably prepared guide." -- Modern Philology ..".Weir provides useful insights into
what he assumes was the hardly home-grown phenomenon of American Decadence." -- The Times Literary
Supplement ..".this book is more expository than analytical, but the absence of previous scholarly attention
to these issues makes it necessarily so. Weir's engaging writing style makes the book broadly accessible ...
Highly recommended." -- CHOICE "Weir admirably recovers the contexts for American versions of late
nineteenth-century and early twentieth-century decadence. He skillfully and resourcefully explores its
dominant tendencies and locates its various urban settings. Weir gives enough space both to individual works
and to their various cultural backgrounds so that the book is remarkably well balanced." -- Gordon Hutner,
University of Illinois

From the Back Cover
Decadent Culture in the United States traces the development of the decadent movement in America from its
beginnings in the 1890s to its brief revival in the 1920s. During the fin de siècle, many Americans felt the
nation had entered a period of decline since the frontier had ended and the country's "manifest destiny"
seemed to be fulfilled. Decadence--the cultural response to national decline and individual degeneracy so
familiar in nineteenth-century Europe--was thus taken up by groups of artists and writers in major American
cities such as New York, Boston, Chicago, and San Francisco. Noting that the capitalist, commercial context
of America provided possibilities for the entrance of decadence into popular culture to a degree that simply
did not occur in Europe, David Weir argues that American-style decadence was driven by a dual impulse:
away from popular culture for ideological reasons, yet toward popular culture for economic reasons. By
going against the grain of dominant social and cultural trends, American writers produced a native variant of
Continental Decadence that eventually dissipated "upward" into the rising leisure class and "downward" into
popular, commercial culture.

"Weir admirably recovers the contexts for American versions of late nineteenth-century and early twentieth-
century decadence. He skillfully and resourcefully explores its dominant tendencies and locates its various
urban settings. Weir gives enough space both to individual works and to their various cultural backgrounds
so that the book is remarkably well balanced." -- Gordon Hutner, University of Illinois
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About the Author

David Weir is Professor of Comparative Literature at the Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and
Art. He is the author of Brahma in the West: William Blake and the Oriental Renaissance, also published by
SUNY Press; Decadence and the Making of Modernism; James Joyce and the Art of Mediation; and
Anarchy and Culture: The Aesthetic Politics of Modernism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edwina Hinkle:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Decadent
Culture in the United States: Art and Literature Against the American Grain, 1890-1926 (Suny Series,
Studies in the Long Nineteenth Century)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Angela Bauer:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Decadent Culture in the United States: Art
and Literature Against the American Grain, 1890-1926 (Suny Series, Studies in the Long Nineteenth
Century) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Rachel Morris:

The book untitled Decadent Culture in the United States: Art and Literature Against the American Grain,
1890-1926 (Suny Series, Studies in the Long Nineteenth Century) contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the
new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone,
or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Pilar Porter:

You can find this Decadent Culture in the United States: Art and Literature Against the American Grain,
1890-1926 (Suny Series, Studies in the Long Nineteenth Century) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only
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viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.
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