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An indigenous reservation in the colony of Victoria, Australia, the Coranderrk
Aboriginal Station was amgjor site of cross-cultural contact the mid-nineteenth
century and early twentieth. Coranderrk was located just outside Melbourne, and
from its opening in the 1860s the colonial government commissioned many
photographs of its Aboriginal residents. The photographs taken at Coranderrk
Station circulated across the western world; they were mounted in exhibition
displays and classified among other ethnographic “data’ within museum
collections. The immense Coranderrk photographic archive is the subject of this
detailed, richly illustrated examination of the role of visual imagery in the
colonia project. Offering close readings of the photographs in the context of
Australian history and nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century photographic
practice, Jane Lydon reveals how western society came to understand Aboriginal
people through these images. At the same time, she demonstrates that the photos
were not solely atool of colonia exploitation. The residents of Coranderrk had a
sophisticated understanding of how they were portrayed, and they became adept
at manipulating their representations.

Lydon shows how the photographic portrayals of the Aboriginal residents of
Coranderrk changed over time, reflecting various ideas of the colonial
mission—from humanitarianism to control to assimilation. In the early twentieth
century, the images were used on stereotypical postcards circulated among the
white population, showing what appeared to be compliant, transformed
Aboriginal subjects. The station closed in 1924 and disappeared from public view
until it was rediscovered by scholars years later. Aboriginal Australians
purchased the station in 1998, and, as Lydon describes, today they are using the
Coranderrk photographic archive in new ways, to identify family members and
tell stories of their own.
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An indigenous reservation in the colony of Victoria, Australia, the Coranderrk Aboriginal Station was a
major site of cross-cultural contact the mid-nineteenth century and early twentieth. Coranderrk was located
just outside Melbourne, and from its opening in the 1860s the colonial government commissioned many
photographs of its Aboriginal residents. The photographs taken at Coranderrk Station circulated across the
western world; they were mounted in exhibition displays and classified among other ethnographic “data’
within museum collections. The immense Coranderrk photographic archive is the subject of this detailed,
richly illustrated examination of the role of visual imagery in the colonia project. Offering close readings of
the photographs in the context of Australian history and nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century
photographic practice, Jane Lydon reveals how western society came to understand Aborigina people
through these images. At the same time, she demonstrates that the photos were not solely atool of colonial
exploitation. The residents of Coranderrk had a sophisticated understanding of how they were portrayed, and
they became adept at manipulating their representations.

Lydon shows how the photographic portrayals of the Aborigina residents of Coranderrk changed over time,
reflecting various ideas of the colonial mission—from humanitarianism to control to assimilation. In the
early twentieth century, the images were used on stereotypical postcards circulated among the white
population, showing what appeared to be compliant, transformed Aborigina subjects. The station closed in
1924 and disappeared from public view until it was rediscovered by scholars years later. Aboriginal
Australians purchased the station in 1998, and, as Lydon describes, today they are using the Coranderrk
photographic archive in new ways, to identify family members and tell stories of their own.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Jane Lydon’s meticulous investigation of the role of photography in the cross-cultural engagement that took
place at Coranderrk from the mid-nineteenth century to the early twentieth century unfolds with a narrative
drive. The community at Coranderrk comes alive. We care about the residents, how they have been
represented in successive periods, and how their descendants now use the photographs to reclaim the past
and construct their own narratives.”—Roslyn Poignant, author of Professional Savages: Captive Lives and
Western Spectacle

“What makes this study especially rich and important is the way Jane Lydon takes full advantage of
photographic theory without imposing it reductively or smplistically. Thisis particularly impressive because
she shows in very nuanced ways that different photographs were produced for different reasons at different
times and that these photos embody various ideas about Aboriginality and science.”—David Prochaska,
coauthor of Beyond East and West: Seven Transnational Artists

“Eye Contact is. . . awelcome entrant into the interdisciplinary arena of material culture study intersecting
with photographic history. It clears a path through alandscape of nostalgia littered with the pictorial histories
and genres of illustrated then-and-now documentation. . . . [T]his book brings out this body of photographic
work to sit within asoundly researched historical context, and provides useful discussions on the waysin
which the photographs meanings were constructed for specific purposes.”

(Joanna Sassoon History of Photography)

“[A] rich verbal and visual text. . . . By tying colonial-era photography to the institutions within which it took
place and historicizing the shifting contexts of composition, production, and distribution for the images
themselves, Lydon’s beautifully produced monograph makes a significant contribution to understanding
colonial photographic practice.”

(Daniel Fisher Anthropology and Humanism)

“1 found Lydon’ s book to be a resounding success: it is an enjoyable read; an important, well-timed
contribution to the disciplinary fields of history, photography, and anthropology; and an especially welcome
addition to scholarship that examines the power of media practices to produce and re-imagine meaning.”
(Sabra Thorner, Visual Anthropology Review)

“Thisisawell written book, intelligently conceived and well argued. It is theoretically sophisticated while
remaining accessible.”
(Peggy Brock Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History)

From the Back Cover

"What makes this study especially rich and important is the way Jane Lydon takes full advantage of
photographic theory without imposing it reductively or simplistically. Thisis particularly impressive because
she shows in very nuanced ways that different photographs were produced for different reasons at different
times and that these photos embody various ideas about Aboriginality and science."--David Prochaska,
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coauthor of "Beyond East and West: Seven Transnational Artists'

About the Author

Jane Lydon is a postdoctoral fellow at the Centre for Australian Indigenous Studies at Monash University in
Melbourne. She is the author of Many Inventions: The Chinese in the Rocks, 1890-1930 and a coeditor of
Object Lessons. Archaeology and Heritage in Australia (forthcoming).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marisa Reber:

This Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories) book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read alot of
information you will get. This Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories)
without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories) can bring when
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves come to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories)
having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

John Augustine:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which isinside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
oneis appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians
(Objects/Histories) as your daily resource information.

Amos Curley:

This Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories) is new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Eye
Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories) can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So, don't missthe item! Just read this
e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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Gail Nugent:

Within this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust smple approach to have that. What you haveto dois
just spending your time not much but quite enough to get alook at some books. On the list of booksin the
top listing in your reading list is usually Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians
(Objectg/Histories). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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