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Have you ever wanted to know how data travels from computer to computer,
around the world? Have you ever wondered how web sites can track users or how
newsgroups work? How the Internet Works not only tells the reader how it
works, but show -One of the most popular four-color computer books of all time,
How the Internet Works visually shows users how data travels over the Internet -
Its full-color, detailed graphics explain to users of all levels first hand terms and
technologies -Features the latest in Internet technology such as Instant
Messaging, blocking Spam and data tracking
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The Internet does many wondrous things, but an alarming number of them remain "black boxes" whose
interior workings are a mystery. In How the Internet Works, Preston Gralla shows how information gets from
here to there on the world's biggest computer network. With assistance from illustrators Sarah Ishidi, Mina
Reimer, and Stephen Adams, Gralla presents a series of full-color spreads, each of which picks apart some
aspect of Internet technology. You'll find explanations of Uniform Resource Locators (URLs), Web
browsers, electronic mail, Web search engines, multimedia, and more. There's a spread that shows how bulk
e-mailers (known as spammers) extract addresses from newsgroups and send advertisements to them. There's
also an excellent graphical depiction of how the infamous Melissa trojan horse wreaked havoc among
Microsoft Outlook users in early 1999.

Some of the explanations are weaker than others. While Gralla gives a lot of details about how Internet
telephony works, his explanation of PointCast consists of, to paraphrase, "You install the special client
software, which communicates with the special server software and presents news to you." It's more of a
definition than an explanation. The book is split about evenly between simple definition entries and detailed,
commendable how-it-works entries. There's no glossary per se, but the index is good. --David Wall

Topics covered: Internet architecture, addressing, domain names, routers, connectivity, e-mail, newsgroups,
Web browsers, push technologies, and Internet safety and security.

From the Back Cover
Have you ever wanted to know how data travels from computer to computer, around the world? Have you
ever wondered how Web sites can track users or how newsgroups work? How the Internet Works shows you
how with easy-to-follow, four-color visual spreads tracking the path data flows and the hardware involved.
Now entering its fourth year, How the Internet Works helps you understand the latest in Internet and
networking technology from cookies and data tracking to Web sound and video. Its intelligent visual
approach demystifies the technology in a format that appeals to readers of all levels. Content includes
explanations of digital certificates, extranets, Internet telephony, and meta-searches and scripting languages
such as XML and dynamic HTML.

About the Author
Preston Gralla is a long-time journalist with Ziff Davis Publications and is the executive editor for ZDNet
Software Library. While at PC Computing magazine, he was instrumental in developing the award-winning
“How It Works” features. He is also the author of How Intranets Work, Complete Idiot's Guide to Online
Shopping and How to Expand and Upgrade PCs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Loretta Claybrooks:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book How the Internet
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Works. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

James Anderson:

Typically the book How the Internet Works will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book How the Internet Works is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Michael Nunn:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This How the Internet Works can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Diana Keller:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book How the Internet Works was colourful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book How the Internet Works has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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