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Academics have generally dismissed Hollywood's cowboy and Indian movies -
one of its defining successful genres - as specious, one-dimensional, and crassly
commercial. In Shooting Cowboys and Indians, Andrew Brodie Smith challenges
this simplistic characterization of the genre, illustrating the complex and
sometimes contentious process by which business interests commercialized
images of the West.

 

Tracing the western from its hazy silent-picture origins in the 1890s to the advent
of talking pictures in the 1920s, Smith examines the ways in which silent
westerns contributed to the overall development of the film industry.

 

Focusing on such early important production companies as Selig Polyscope, New
York Motion Picture, and Essanay, Smith revises current thinking about the birth
of Hollywood and the establishment of Los Angeles as the nexus of filmmaking
in the United States. Smith also reveals the role silent westerns played in the
creation of the white male screen hero that dominated American popular culture
in the twentieth century.

 

Illustrated with dozens of historic photos and movie stills, this engaging and
substantive story will appeal to scholars interested in Western history, film
history, and film studies as well as general readers hoping to learn more about
this little-known chapter in popular filmmaking.
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Academics have generally dismissed Hollywood's cowboy and Indian movies - one of its defining successful
genres - as specious, one-dimensional, and crassly commercial. In Shooting Cowboys and Indians, Andrew
Brodie Smith challenges this simplistic characterization of the genre, illustrating the complex and sometimes
contentious process by which business interests commercialized images of the West.

 

Tracing the western from its hazy silent-picture origins in the 1890s to the advent of talking pictures in the
1920s, Smith examines the ways in which silent westerns contributed to the overall development of the film
industry.

 

Focusing on such early important production companies as Selig Polyscope, New York Motion Picture, and
Essanay, Smith revises current thinking about the birth of Hollywood and the establishment of Los Angeles
as the nexus of filmmaking in the United States. Smith also reveals the role silent westerns played in the
creation of the white male screen hero that dominated American popular culture in the twentieth century.

 

Illustrated with dozens of historic photos and movie stills, this engaging and substantive story will appeal to
scholars interested in Western history, film history, and film studies as well as general readers hoping to
learn more about this little-known chapter in popular filmmaking.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The first serious study to focus primarily on the silent-era western, Smith's meticulously researched history
focuses on the earliest years of narrative filmmaking, from its silent-picture origins in the 1890s to the birth
of talking pictures in the 1920s."
 —Juliana Spahr, American Literature

"Andrew Brodie Smith received his Ph.D. in history, but, to his credit, he eschews the pedantic approach that
academics usually favor in delineating the Western film genre. He presents a readable chronicle of the
genesis of Western film development."
—Journal of the West

"...[W]hile the book might appear to be merely about silent westerns, for once the wider claims of a book's
title are justified. This really is about American culture and the birth of Hollywood, and so deserves to have a
wider readership than merely the fans of 'horse operas' and I suspect it will gain recognition in this regard
among other film scholars....[W]e leave Smith's book with a clear impression of the major issues and
developments in the early western... the research runs deep."
—Early Popular Visual Culture

About the Author

Andrew Brodie Smith received his Ph.D. in history from the University of California, Los Angeles. He
lives in Washington, D. C., and works as a writer, book dealer, and consultant for nonprofit organizations.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antione Wilson:

Often the book Shooting Cowboys and Indians: Silent Western Films, American Culture, and the Birth of
Hollywood has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. That book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Reuben Beaubien:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Shooting Cowboys and Indians: Silent Western Films,
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American Culture, and the Birth of Hollywood why because the excellent cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Luis Poole:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Shooting Cowboys and Indians: Silent Western Films,
American Culture, and the Birth of Hollywood can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this
one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should
have Shooting Cowboys and Indians: Silent Western Films, American Culture, and the Birth of Hollywood.

Wm Dunlap:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Shooting Cowboys and Indians: Silent Western Films, American Culture, and the Birth of
Hollywood when you necessary it?
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