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Van den Toorn and McGinness take a fresh look at the dynamics of Stravinsky's
musical style from avariety of analytical, critical and aesthetic angles. Starting
with processes of juxtaposition and stratification, the book offers an in-depth
analysis of works such as The Rite of Spring, Les Noces and Renard.
Characteristic features of style, melody and harmony are traced to rhythmic
forces, including those of metrical displacement. Along with Stravinsky's
formalist aesthetics, the strict performing style he favoured is also traced to
rhythmic factors, thus reversing the direction of the traditional causal
relationship. Here, aesthetic belief and performance practice are seen as flowing
directly from the musical invention. The book provides a counter-argument to the
criticism and aesthetics of T. W. Adorno and Richard Taruskin, and will appeal
to composers, critics and performers as well as scholars of Stravinsky's music.
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C. van den Toorn, John McGinness

Van den Toorn and McGinness take a fresh look at the dynamics of Stravinsky's musical style from avariety
of analytical, critical and aesthetic angles. Starting with processes of juxtaposition and stratification, the book
offers an in-depth analysis of works such as The Rite of Spring, Les Noces and Renard. Characteristic
features of style, melody and harmony are traced to rhythmic forces, including those of metrical
displacement. Along with Stravinsky's formalist aesthetics, the strict performing style he favoured is aso
traced to rhythmic factors, thus reversing the direction of the traditional causal relationship. Here, aesthetic
belief and performance practice are seen as flowing directly from the musical invention. The book provides a
counter-argument to the criticism and aesthetics of T. W. Adorno and Richard Taruskin, and will appeal to
composers, critics and performers as well as scholars of Stravinsky's music.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Van den Toorn and McGinness trace the path of their study from the "repetitive patterns, layered structures,
and modal harmonies of Stravinsky's Russian-period” by means of magjor elite compositions, such as Les
Noces, Symphony of Pslams, and Three Pieces for String Quartet along with populist elementsin les Noces
and The Soldier's Tale. --Choice

About the Author

Pieter C. van den Toorn is Professor of Music at the University of California, Santa Barbara. He is the author
of The Music of Igor Stravinsky (1983), Stravinsky and The Rite of Spring (1987) and Music, Politics, and
the Academy (1995). Stravinsky and The Rite of Spring won the Deems Taylor Award (1989) and the
Outstanding Publication Award of the Society for Music Theory (1990).

John McGinnessis an Associate Professor of Music Theory at the Crane School of Music, State University
of New Y ork, Potsdam. His essays and articles on topics including the music of Debussy, Stravinsky and
Ives have appeared in Musical Quarterly, Music Theory Spectrum and Cahiers Debussy, among other
publications. As a pianist specializing in contemporary music, he has premiered over twenty-five new works
and has recorded for CRS and Radio Nederland.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Vincent Erickson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Stravinsky and the Russian Period: Sound and Legacy of a Musical
Idiom (Music since 1900).

Nancy Sherman:

The book Stravinsky and the Russian Period: Sound and Legacy of aMusical Idiom (Music since 1900) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing
like abook Stravinsky and the Russian Period: Sound and Legacy of aMusical Idiom (Music since 1900)?
Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many datafor us. It
is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Stravinsky and the Russian Period: Sound
and Legacy of aMusical Idiom (Music since 1900) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
big function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.
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Janice Evans:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Stravinsky and the Russian Period:
Sound and Legacy of aMusical Idiom (Music since 1900) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Marian Dyer:

The book untitled Stravinsky and the Russian Period: Sound and Legacy of aMusical Idiom (Music since
1900) contain alot of information on this. The writer explains the girl ideawith easy way. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with
order it. Have anice study.
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