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Elections lie at the heart of democracy, and this book seeks to understand how
the rules governing those elections are chosen. Drawing on both broad
comparisons and detailed case studies, it focuses upon the electoral rules that
govern what sorts of preferences voters can express and how votes translate into
seats in a legislature. Through detailed examination of electoral reform politics in
four countries (France, Italy, Japan, and New Zealand), Alan Renwick shows
how major electoral system changes in established democracies occur through
two contrasting types of reform process. Renwick rejects the simple view that
electoral systems always straightforwardly reflect the interests of the politicians
in power. Politicians' motivations are complex; politicians are sometimes unable
to pursue reforms they want; occasionally, they are forced to accept reforms they
oppose. The Politics of Electoral Reform shows how voters and reform activists
can have real power over electoral reform.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Renwick's creative application of rational-choice inspired theoretical frameworks to electoral system choice
is both innovative and enlightening. Theoretically-informed qualitative analysis of this sort is rare, and this
volume provides a much-needed complement to the many quantitative studies of electoral system design."
Sarah Birch, Department of Government, University of Essex

"This is an agenda setter for the next generation of electoral systems research. Renwick makes a major
contribution by combining recognition that there is more than one path to electoral reform with a schema that
enables us to move beyond a series of narratives to more systematic understanding."
Richard S. Katz, Department of Political Science, Johns Hopkins University

"Alan Renwick has produced a well-argued study of 'the long and winding road' to electoral system change.
Thoughtful and original, this is a well-told tale of miscalculation and misadventure, certain to be much cited.
A fine contribution."
Stephen Levine ONZM, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand

"The past two decades have witnessed an explosion in research on electoral systems, telling us pretty much
all we could ever hope to know about how they impact on our wider political institutions - in other words
about electoral systems as independent variables. This book is the first major cross-national study of its type
to turn the tables on electoral systems, to examine them as the dependent variables, as the things to be
explained. In this definitive work, Renwick closely scrutinizes, compares and explains the electoral reform
processes of key industrialized democracies over the past twenty years."
David Farrell, School of Politics and International Relations, University College Dublin

About the Author
Alan Renwick is a Lecturer in Comparative Politics at the University of Reading.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Gann:

The book The Politics of Electoral Reform: Changing the Rules of Democracy can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a
book The Politics of Electoral Reform: Changing the Rules of Democracy? Several of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book The Politics of Electoral Reform: Changing the Rules of Democracy has simple
shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.
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Christina Mundell:

The particular book The Politics of Electoral Reform: Changing the Rules of Democracy has a lot info on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Kathleen Dominguez:

The Politics of Electoral Reform: Changing the Rules of Democracy can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The
Politics of Electoral Reform: Changing the Rules of Democracy but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Mark Montague:

This The Politics of Electoral Reform: Changing the Rules of Democracy is completely new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
The Politics of Electoral Reform: Changing the Rules of Democracy can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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