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In this revealing memoir, Richard McKenzie weaves an engaging account of life
with his wife Ava and her close relationship with her father Fred Astaire,
vignettes of their contrasting childhoods in California, and life in the far reaches
of the Irish country side-where they moved with sons Kevin and Tyler in 1975.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
McKenzie, a painter, is married to Fred Astaire's daughter, Ava. In 1975, tiring of the Hollywood scene, they
moved with McKenzie's two sons to West Cork, Ireland. First they encounter culture shock Gaelic-style with
the lack of dependable phones, TV or even water supply. They also inherit an old mare, Violet, who will
soon have to be put down. There is the pedestrian thrill of fetching fresh milk in old gin bottles, but
Hollywood is never far away--Astaire himself visits and they all take a trip up to County Waterford to visit
Astaire's sister, Adele. McKenzie learns that the Irish enjoy their crack--a time of fun and games--and even
delivers a calf with the help of a neighbor. He introduces to the reader gardener Kevin O'Mahoney, who
speaks six languages, and Garda Sergeant Dave, a part-time taxidermist. There are wonderful Astaire
anecdotes, like the time he and McKenzie went to see an X-rated movie and were recognized. However,
readers are saddened as they witness both Adele and Fred age and die. Fans of such classic books as O Come
Ye Back to Ireland will enjoy this fantasy come true. Photos not seen by PW.

Copyright 1998 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The husband of Fred Astaire's daughter describes their last 20 years among the amiable characters who
populate their corner of rural Ireland, mixing in tales of Hollywood's elite.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
I have wanted to return to Ireland for more than forty years. Richard McKenzie has gone a-journeying for
me, and his discovery of Ireland and the Irish is rewardingly on the nose. (Ray Bradbury)

A grand visit with Ava and Dick McKenzie in their County Cork Nirvana. Oh yes, and Mr. Astaire drops in.
I found it delightful and irresistible. (Gregory Peck)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Anthony:

This Turn Left at the Black Cow: One Family's Journey from Beverly Hills to Ireland book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. That Turn Left at the Black Cow: One Family's Journey from Beverly
Hills to Ireland without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Turn Left at the Black Cow: One Family's Journey from Beverly Hills to
Ireland can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Turn Left at the Black Cow: One Family's
Journey from Beverly Hills to Ireland having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.
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Brenda Lee:

Typically the book Turn Left at the Black Cow: One Family's Journey from Beverly Hills to Ireland will
bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Turn Left at the Black
Cow: One Family's Journey from Beverly Hills to Ireland is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Ronna Rutledge:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Turn Left at the Black Cow: One Family's
Journey from Beverly Hills to Ireland publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Turn Left
at the Black Cow: One Family's Journey from Beverly Hills to Ireland as good book not merely by the cover
but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Rachel Haley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Turn Left at the Black Cow: One Family's Journey from Beverly
Hills to Ireland offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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