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Regrouping in Taglios, the surviving members of the Black Company are
determined to free their fellow warriors held in stasis beneath the glittering plain.
Journey there under terrible conditions, they arrive just in time for amagical
conflagration in which the bones of the world will be revealed, the history of the
Company unveiled, and new world gained and lost...all at aterrible price.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The eighth volume of the military-fantasy saga of the Black Company of mercenaries, set in aworld strongly
flavored with elements of South and Southeast Asia, holds to the high standards of previous volumes. It is
some years after the close of She Is the Darkness, when their nemesis, Soulcatcher, locked most of the
company in amagical stasis field; now the motley band of survivors exists at the sufferance of the Radisha of
Taglios. This doesn't keep them from wanting to rescue their comrades, however. The survivors' leader isthe
young woman Sleepy, once the ward of Murgen the Standardbearer but now his successor as Annalist of the
Company. She organizes her ragtag followers to steal the various sorcerous secrets of ways to penetrate the
stasisfield and eventually to kidnap the Radisha of Taglios herself. The rescue party then hotfoots it, with
Soulcatcher, her general Mogaba and Kinathe Destroyer close on their heels. This novel stands more
sturdily on its own than most Black Company books, thanks to the exceptional richness of the world
building, exemplified in particular by itsfeel for Eastern religion. It is compelling to see the dregs of society
groping toward a certain nobility through loyalty to lost comrades. The actual rescue has a whiff of
anticlimax about it, but the revived Black Company has no shortage of surviving enemies, and further
adventures are practically guaranteed and eagerly anticipated.

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

After a15-year wait, the surviving members of the Black Company marshal their resources and begin an
arduous journey back to the glittering plain in an attempt to rescue their captured brethren from atimeless
prison. Told from the perspective of an Annalist haunted by dreams of the past and visions of the future, the
eighth chronicle of the last of the Free Companies encompasses accounts of guerrillawarfare and open battle
aswell asthe everyday struggles of soldiers caught in awar for survival against immortal enemies. Cook's
singular talent for combining gritty realism and high fantasy provides a hard edge to this popular fantasy noir
series. Highly recommended.

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

This outing for the Black Companyeither the eighth or the ninth, depending on how you countcompl etes the
Glittering Stonetrilogy (Sheisthe Darkness, 1997; Bleak Seasons, 1996). Most of the usual crew return:
Goblin, One-Eye, the female warrior Sleepy (she's a so the new annalist/narrator), the witch Ky Sahra, 14-
year-old Tobo (son of former annalist Murgen), and the Company's pilgrim/swordmaster allies, the Nyueng
Bao. Murgen, Sahra's husband, is now confined by supernatural means beneath the Glittering Plain, along
with the Captain and others, but his spirit's free to roam and spy for the Company. So, how can the Company
free their companions from confinement while avoiding destruction by the various gods, goddesses, demons,
wizards, etc., who are their adversaries? Tough, gritty gloom-and-doom that should entertain the fans while
remaining impenetrable to outsiders. -- Copyright ©1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Katie Martinez:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students since they are till students or the ideafor all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Water Sleeps. A Novel of the
Black Company (The Chronicles of The Black Company Book 8). All type of book are you able to see on
many sources. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Alberto Holbrook:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on guarderia until university need that Water Sleeps: A Novel of the Black
Company (The Chronicles of The Black Company Book 8) to read.

Marie Nitta:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Water Sleeps: A Novel of the
Black Company (The Chronicles of The Black Company Book 8) or even others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Water Sleeps: A Novel of the
Black Company (The Chronicles of The Black Company Book 8) to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.

Mark Bunnell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern eralike at this point, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the
Water Sleeps: A Novel of the Black Company (The Chronicles of The Black Company Book 8) when you
necessary it?
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