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Widely received in France, this brief, comprehensive introduction to Western
esotericism by the founder of the field is at last available in English. A historical
and pedagogical guide, the book is written primarily for students and novices. In
clear, precise language, author Antoine Faivre provides an overview of Western
esoteric currents since late antiquity. The bulk of the book is laid out
chronologically, from ancient and medieval sources (Alexandrian hermetism,
gnosticism, neoplatonism), through the Renaissance up to the present time. Its
coverage includes spiritual alchemy, Jewish and Christian Kabbalah, Christian
theosophy, Rosicrucianism, Illuminism, 'mystical' Free-Masonry, the Occultist
current, Theosophical and Anthroposophical Societies, the Traditionalist School,
and 'esotericism' in contemporary initiatic societies and in New Religious
Movements. Faivre explores how these currents are connected, and refers to
where they appear in art and literature. The book concludes with an annotated
bibliography, which makes it an essential resource for beginners and scholars
alike.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Widely received in France, this brief, comprehensive introduction to Western esotericism by the founder of
the field is at last available in English. A historical and pedagogical guide, the book is written primarily for
students and novices. In clear, precise language, author Antoine Faivre provides an overview of Western
esoteric currents since late antiquity. The bulk of the book is laid out chronologically, from ancient and
medieval sources (Alexandrian Hermetism, Gnosticism, Neoplatonism), through the Renaissance up to the
present time. Its coverage includes spiritual alchemy, Jewish and Christian Kabbalah, Christian theosophy,
Rosicrucianism, Illuminism, "mystical" Freemasonry, the "occultist" current, Theosophical and
Anthroposophical Societies, the Traditionalist School, and "esotericism" in contemporary initiatic societies
and in New Religious Movements. Faivre explores how these currents are connected, and refers to where
they appear in art and literature. The book concludes with an annotated bibliography, which makes it an
essential resource for beginners and scholars alike.

About the Author

Antoine Faivre is Professor Emeritus at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (Religious Studies), Sorbonne.
He has published extensively, including Access to Western Esotericism and The Golden Fleece and
Alchemy, both also published by SUNY Press.

Christine Rhone has translated numerous books, including Faivre's Theosophy, Imagination, Tradition:
Studies in Western Esotericism, also published by SUNY Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Durham:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY Series in
Western Esoteric Traditions). Try to face the book Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY Series in
Western Esoteric Traditions) as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So ,
let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

William Johnson:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Western Esotericism: A Concise History

PDF File: Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY Series In Western Esoteric Traditions) 3



Read and Download Ebook Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY Series In Western Esoteric Traditions) PDF Public Ebook Library

(SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Mary Killgore:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Western Esotericism: A Concise
History (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) book as beginning and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

David Packard:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Western Esotericism: A Concise History
(SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.
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