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In 1970, John Kowalski is one of many young, naive teenage soldiers sent to
Vietnam to fight in an unpopular war. Dubbed "Cherries’ by their more seasoned
peers, these newbies suddenly found themselves thrust into the middie of a
terrible nightmare - literally forced to become men overnight. On-the-job-training
isintense, however, most of these teenagers were hardly ready to absorb the
harsh mental, emotional, and physical stress of war. When coming under enemy
firefor the first time and witnessing death first-hand, alife changing transition
begins...one that can't be reversed.

The author is an excellent story teller, readers testify that they are right there with
the characters, joining them in their quest for survival, sharing the fear, awe,
drama and sorrow, witnessing bravery and sometimes, even laughing at their
humor. It'sastory that ishard to put down.

When soldiers return home from war, all are different - changed for life.
"Cherries' tellsit likeit is and when finished, readers will better understand what
these young men have to endure, and why change isimminent. All of these
veterans should be embraced, welcomed home and thanked for their service.
Vietnam vets and anyone who has been ayoung soldier in any war will
appreciate the sentiments here.
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In 1970, John Kowalski is one of many young, naive teenage soldiers sent to Vietnam to fight in an
unpopular war. Dubbed "Cherries' by their more seasoned peers, these newbies suddenly found themselves
thrust into the middle of aterrible nightmare - literally forced to become men overnight. On-the-job-training
isintense, however, most of these teenagers were hardly ready to absorb the harsh mental, emotional, and
physical stress of war. When coming under enemy fire for the first time and witnessing death first-hand, a
life changing transition begins...one that can't be reversed.

The author is an excellent story teller, readers testify that they are right there with the characters, joining
them in their quest for survival, sharing the fear, awe, drama and sorrow, witnessing bravery and sometimes,
even laughing at their humor. It'sastory that is hard to put down.

When soldiers return home from war, all are different - changed for life. "Cherries' tellsit likeit isand
when finished, readers will better understand what these young men have to endure, and why changeis
imminent. All of these veterans should be embraced, welcomed home and thanked for their service.
Vietnam vets and anyone who has been ayoung soldier in any war will appreciate the sentiments here.
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Editorial Review

Review

Cherries weds a matchless sense of dramatics with the ability to tell amarvelous story. Y ou have staged
excellent, realistic action with convincing effect. Cherries has a compelling magnetic quality. --Manuscripts
International

Asan avid reader of many historical memoirs, both fiction and autobiographical, rarely have | found one as
in depth and revealing as Mr. Podlaski's work.
--Bernie Weisz, Vietnam War Historian

One 'read' will not be enough. Y ou will want to pass through the pages of "Cherries' more than once just to
savor the up close and personal story again.
--Jerry Kunnath, author

John Podlaski has created a moving narrative that carries conviction in its sincerity and point of view. Itis
recommended for its high-voltage narrative style, contemporary interest, and human drama.”

--Carlton Press, Inc, 1985

"Intense, provocative, mesmerizing, emotional, heartfelt--John takes you with him to Vietnam. Y ou feel the
fear, the awe, the drama, the bravery, the sorrow, and sometimes even the humor of young men in battle." --
Jerome Kunnath, Author

"This author has come closer than 99% of other attempts by rival authors to duplicate the vicarious
experience of what it waslike to be an "FNG" during America's participation in the Vietham War!"

-- Bernie Weisz. Vietnam War Historian

From the Author

"Cherries' is getting excellent reviews on both Amazon and my persona blog. I'm hearing from spouses and
children of Veterans who have read my book out of curiosity because their father/husband will not talk about
hiswar experiences. They are using it as a conduit to help open doors, locked for decades. Asaresult,
veterans are beginning to share memories - both good and bad - with family members, and thanking me for
"putting into words a story that they've been unableto tell until now". Career soldiers and veterans of Irag
and Afghanistan are responding that they can relate to those experiences within "Cherries’, saying that it'sa
different time, different country, different war, but not much has changed over the years.

About the Author

John Podlaski served in Vietnam during 1970 and 1971 as an infantryman with both the Wolfhounds of the
25th Division and the 501st Infantry Brigade of the 101st Airborne Division. He was awarded the Combat
Infantry Badge, Bronze Star, two Air Medals, and a Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry. He has spent the years
since Vietnam working in various management positions within the automotive industry, and he recently
received his Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration. John is a member of the Vietnam
Veterans of America Chapter 154 and lives with hiswife, Janice, in Sterling Heights, Michigan. Thisis his
first novel.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kristen Sdlf:

The book Cherries: A Vietnam War Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like abook Cherries: A
Vietnam War Novel? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Cherries: A
Vietnam War Novel has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can look the enormous world by start and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

James Rogers.

Reading a publication can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especialy fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Cherries: A Vietham War Novel, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading areserve.

Jeanie Clark:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Cherries: A Vietnam War Novel your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in areserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
before. The Cherries: A Vietnam War Novel giving you another experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful datafor your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

William Luke:

This Cherries: A Vietnam War Novel is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information
sinceit relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Cherries : A Vietnam War Novel can be the
light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So thereis not
any in reading a book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a
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person. So, don't missthe item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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