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The diagnosis of brain death should be based on a simple premise. If every
possible confounder has been excluded and all possible treatments have been
tried or considered, irreversible loss of brain function is clinically recognized as
the absence of brainstem reflexes, verified apnea, loss of vascular tone, invariant
heart rate, and, eventually, cardiac standstill. This condition cannot be reversed –
not even partly – by medical or surgical intervention, and thus is final. Many
countries in the world have introduced laws that acknowledge that a patient can
be declared brain-dead by neurologic standards. The U.S. law differs
substantially from all other brain death legislation in the world because the U.S.
law does not spell out details of the neurologic examination. Evidence-based
practice guidelines serve as a standard. In this chapter, I discuss the history of
development of the criteria, the current clinical examination, and some of the
ethical and legal issues that have emerged. Generally, the concept of brain death
has been accepted by all major religions. But patients’ families may have
different ideas and are mostly influenced by cultural attitudes, traditional
customs, and personal beliefs. Suggestions are offered to support these families.
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The diagnosis of brain death should be based on a simple premise. If every possible confounder has been
excluded and all possible treatments have been tried or considered, irreversible loss of brain function is
clinically recognized as the absence of brainstem reflexes, verified apnea, loss of vascular tone, invariant
heart rate, and, eventually, cardiac standstill. This condition cannot be reversed – not even partly – by
medical or surgical intervention, and thus is final. Many countries in the world have introduced laws that
acknowledge that a patient can be declared brain-dead by neurologic standards. The U.S. law differs
substantially from all other brain death legislation in the world because the U.S. law does not spell out details
of the neurologic examination. Evidence-based practice guidelines serve as a standard. In this chapter, I
discuss the history of development of the criteria, the current clinical examination, and some of the ethical
and legal issues that have emerged. Generally, the concept of brain death has been accepted by all major
religions. But patients’ families may have different ideas and are mostly influenced by cultural attitudes,
traditional customs, and personal beliefs. Suggestions are offered to support these families.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

The book Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 16. Brain death (Handbook of Clinical Neurology)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make looking at a book Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 16. Brain death
(Handbook of Clinical Neurology) to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
wide open and read a book Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 16. Brain death (Handbook of
Clinical Neurology). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Lamont Williams:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 16. Brain death
(Handbook of Clinical Neurology) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter
16. Brain death (Handbook of Clinical Neurology) content conveys prospect easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 16. Brain death (Handbook of Clinical
Neurology) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Larry Young:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 16. Brain
death (Handbook of Clinical Neurology) as your daily resource information.
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Patrick Bodin:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 16. Brain
death (Handbook of Clinical Neurology) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 16. Brain death (Handbook of Clinical Neurology)
has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you
can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and
try to like reading in which.
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