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Critical realism is a philosophy of science that positions itself against the major
aternative philosophies underlying contemporary sociology. This book offersa
genera critique of sociology, particularly sociology in the United States, from a
critical realist perspective. It also acts as an introduction to critical realism for
students and scholars of sociology. Written in alively, accessible style, Douglas
V. Porpora argues that sociology currently operates with deficient accounts of
truth, culture, structure, agency, and causality that are all better served by a
critical realist perspective. This approach argues against the alternative
sociological perspectives, in particular the dominant positivism which privileges
statistical techniques and experimental design over ethnographic and historical
approaches. However, the book also compares critical realism favourably with a
range of other approaches, including poststructuralism, pragmatism,
interpretivism, practice theory, and relational sociology. Numerous sociological
examples are included, and each chapter addresses well-known and current work
in sociology.
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Critical realism is a philosophy of science that positions itself against the major alternative philosophies
underlying contemporary sociology. This book offers a general critique of sociology, particularly sociology
in the United States, from a critical realist perspective. It also acts as an introduction to critical realism for
students and scholars of sociology. Written in alively, accessible style, Douglas V. Porpora argues that
sociology currently operates with deficient accounts of truth, culture, structure, agency, and causality that are
all better served by acritical realist perspective. This approach argues against the alternative sociological
perspectives, in particular the dominant positivism which privileges statistical techniques and experimental
design over ethnographic and historical approaches. However, the book also compares critical realism
favourably with arange of other approaches, including poststructuralism, pragmatism, interpretivism,
practice theory, and relational sociology. Numerous sociological examples are included, and each chapter
addresses well-known and current work in sociology.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Critical realismis hard to categorize. It appears to be a philosophy of science, which Porporathinks
sociology should adopt ... Sociologists should abandon the vision of 'value neutrality' and instead proudly
proclaim themselves as engaged and trying to transform the world. Summing up: recommended. Upper-
division undergraduates and above."

Y. R. Magrass, Choice

About the Author
Douglas V. Porporais a Professor of Sociology at Drexel University, Philadelphia. His previous publications
include Post-Ethical Society: The Iraqg War, Abu Ghraib, and the Moral Failure of the Secular (2013).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kenneth Hand:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach.

Georgia Hernandez:

The book Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem aong with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or al subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Reconstructing Sociology: The
Critical Realist Approach. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Homer Douglas:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when those
information which isin the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
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resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possihilities will not happen within you if you take Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach
as your daily resource information.

Dorothy Pierce:

Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.
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