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Africa, which was not long ago discarded as a hopeless and irrelevant region, has
become a new 'frontier' for global trade, investment and the conduct of
international relations.

This book surveys the socio-economic, intellectual and security related
dimensions of African regionalisms since the turn of the 20th century. It argues
that the continent deserves to be considered as a crucible for conceptualizing and
contextualizing the ongoing influence of colonial policies, the emergence of
specific integration and security cultures, the spread of cross-border
regionalisation processes at the expense of region-building, the interplay between
territory, space and trans-state networks, and the intrinsic ambivalence of global
frontier narratives. This is emphasized through the identification of distinctive
'threads' of regionalism which, by focusing on genealogies, trajectories and
ideals, transcend the binary divide between old and new regionalisms. In doing
so, the book opens new perspectives not only on Africa in international relations,
but also Africa’s own international relations.

This text will be of key interest to students and scholars of African politics,
African history, regionalism, comparative regionalism, and more broadly to
international political economy, international relations and global and regional
governance.
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Africa, which was not long ago discarded as a hopeless and irrelevant region, has become a new 'frontier' for
global trade, investment and the conduct of international relations.

This book surveys the socio-economic, intellectual and security related dimensions of African regionalisms
since the turn of the 20th century. It argues that the continent deserves to be considered as a crucible for
conceptualizing and contextualizing the ongoing influence of colonial policies, the emergence of specific
integration and security cultures, the spread of cross-border regionalisation processes at the expense of
region-building, the interplay between territory, space and trans-state networks, and the intrinsic ambivalence
of global frontier narratives. This is emphasized through the identification of distinctive 'threads' of
regionalism which, by focusing on genealogies, trajectories and ideals, transcend the binary divide between
old and new regionalisms. In doing so, the book opens new perspectives not only on Africa in international
relations, but also Africa’s own international relations.

This text will be of key interest to students and scholars of African politics, African history, regionalism,
comparative regionalism, and more broadly to international political economy, international relations and
global and regional governance.
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Editorial Review

Review

This is an indispensable book, thoroughly researched, boldly argued, and written with the clarity, sobriety,
and refinement of an aesthete. Daniel Bach is equally adept as storyteller and political investigator or
strategy analyst. He charts decades of regionalism in Africa while keeping a perceptive eye on all sorts of
foreign influences, and weaves with ease throughout several overlapping and conflicting narratives. Whether
he recounts the intersecting histories of colonial politics and postcolonial policies or whether he uncovers the
hidden rationales of the various stakeholders, Bach chronicles the hijacking and failure of Africa’s most
daring slogan, shedding unpleasant lights on the genesis and the perversion of ideals. Célestin Monga,
Managing Director, United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO)

This study combines analytical sophistication with superb empirical knowledge of both the history and
contemporary practices of regionalism in Africa. It draws together the many different dimensions of
regionalism, from the power of colonial legacies and the ambiguous implications of dense cross-border
transactions to the importance of club diplomacy and regime survival. It is the most important study of
regionalism in Africa to have appeared in past decade. Andrew Hurrell, Montague Burton Professor of
International Relations, Oxford University

Daniel Bach has long been one of the most original thinkers on Africa's international relations. This book is
particularly timely in exploring sympathetically, yet with a keen analytical perspective, the various strands of
African regionalism and how governments are using them to transform their integration in the global
economy. John Ravenhill, Director, Balsillie School of International Affairs, Waterloo, Canada.

Regionalism remains a dominant trend in African international relations even though regional institutions are
plagued by severe political and institutional strains. Yet beyond the quest for functional organizations which
furnish order, security, and prosperity, there are many other forms of interactions across Africa that analysts
and policymakers seldom give serious attention. Daniel Bach’s Regionalism in Africa succinctly captures
these two competing dimensions in Africa’s search for cooperative arrangements. The book provides a
magisterial account of the travails and triumphs of integration from the colonial period to the present. It is a
critical addition to studies of regional integration in Africa and informs comparative analysis of regionalism
elsewhere. Gilbert M. Khadiagala, Jan Smuts Professor of International Relations, The University of the
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa

This path-breaking book has provided African trade negotiators and political economists with new insights to
reflect on their own history and advance a regional integration process within Africa that is consistent with
the vision of ‘development integration’ and that is innovative, mutually beneficial and sustainable.… It
should be a prescribed book for students of international relations, political economy and African studies.
Faizel Ismail, School of Economics, University of Cape Town, South Africa, Book Review in South African
Journal of International Affairs, 2016.

Daniel Bach’s compelling arguments about the centrality of borderlands should draw interest from the border
scholars’ community. Beyond academia, Regionalism in Africa is accessible to a wider audience and should
rapidly occupy a prominent place on the bookshelves of policymakers who aspire to a less fragmented
Africa. Olivier Walther, University of Southern Denmark, Denmark, Book Review in Journal of Borderlands
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Studies, 2016.

… Bach has assembled a book that reads like a whirlwind ride across the African continent, and includes
detailed historical, political and sociological accounts of its countries at the micro-, meso- and macro-level,
as well as large-scale theory- building efforts… The conceptualization of hysteresis is one of the most
fascinating breakthroughs offered by Bach’s book. The importance of this notion lays in the fact that it most
effectively represents the critical dialectics through which the African region is being made and un-made…
Alessandra Russo, Pisa-based Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies, Italy, International Politics Reviews,
2016, Vol. 4, No. 1.

About the Author

Daniel Bach is CNRS Director of Research at the Emile Durkheim Centre for Comparative Policy and
Sociology, Sciences Po Bordeaux.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Williams:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can help folks
out of this uncertainty Information especially this Regionalism in Africa: Genealogies, institutions and trans-
state networks (Routledge Studies in African Politics and International Relations) book because book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Shad Broussard:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Regionalism in Africa: Genealogies, institutions and trans-state networks (Routledge Studies in
African Politics and International Relations) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have
those short time problems.

Andrea Whitt:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Regionalism in Africa: Genealogies, institutions and trans-state networks (Routledge Studies in African
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Politics and International Relations) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Luz Cox:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Regionalism in Africa: Genealogies, institutions
and trans-state networks (Routledge Studies in African Politics and International Relations) can be the
respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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