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Reimagining Political Ecology is a state-of-the-art collection of ethnographies
grounded in political ecology. When political ecology first emerged as a distinct
field in the early 1970s, it was rooted in the neo-Marxism of world system
theory. This collection showcases second-generation political ecology, which
retains the Marxist interest in capitalism as a global structure but which is also
heavily influenced by poststructuralism, feminism, practice theory, and cultural
studies. As these essays illustrate, contemporary political ecology moves beyond
binary thinking, focusing instead on the interchanges between nature and culture,
the symbolic and the material, and the local and the global.

Aletta Biersack’s introduction takes stock of where political ecology has been,
assesses the field’s strengths, and sets forth a bold research agenda for the future.
Two essays offer wide-ranging critiques of modernist ecology, with its artificial
dichotomy between nature and culture, faith in the scientific management of
nature, and related tendency to dismiss local knowledge. The remaining eight
essays are case studies of particular constructions and appropriations of nature
and the complex politics that come into play regionally, nationally, and
internationally when nature is brought within the human sphere. Written by some
of the leading thinkers in environmental anthropology, these rich ethnographies
are based in locales around the world: in Belize, Papua New Guinea, the Gulf of
California, Iceland, Finland, the Peruvian Amazon, Malaysia, and Indonesia.
Collectively, they demonstrate that political ecology speaks to concerns shared
by geographers, sociologists, political scientists, historians, and anthropologists
alike. And they model the kind of work that this volume identifies as the future of
political ecology: place-based “ethnographies of nature” keenly attuned to the
conjunctural effects of globalization.

Contributors. Eeva Berglund, Aletta Biersack, J. Peter Brosius, Michael R. Dove,
James B. Greenberg, Søren Hvalkof, J. Stephen Lansing, Gísli Pálsson, Joel
Robbins, Vernon L. Scarborough, John W. Schoenfelder, Richard Wilk
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Reimagining Political Ecology is a state-of-the-art collection of ethnographies grounded in political ecology.
When political ecology first emerged as a distinct field in the early 1970s, it was rooted in the neo-Marxism
of world system theory. This collection showcases second-generation political ecology, which retains the
Marxist interest in capitalism as a global structure but which is also heavily influenced by poststructuralism,
feminism, practice theory, and cultural studies. As these essays illustrate, contemporary political ecology
moves beyond binary thinking, focusing instead on the interchanges between nature and culture, the
symbolic and the material, and the local and the global.

Aletta Biersack’s introduction takes stock of where political ecology has been, assesses the field’s strengths,
and sets forth a bold research agenda for the future. Two essays offer wide-ranging critiques of modernist
ecology, with its artificial dichotomy between nature and culture, faith in the scientific management of
nature, and related tendency to dismiss local knowledge. The remaining eight essays are case studies of
particular constructions and appropriations of nature and the complex politics that come into play regionally,
nationally, and internationally when nature is brought within the human sphere. Written by some of the
leading thinkers in environmental anthropology, these rich ethnographies are based in locales around the
world: in Belize, Papua New Guinea, the Gulf of California, Iceland, Finland, the Peruvian Amazon,
Malaysia, and Indonesia. Collectively, they demonstrate that political ecology speaks to concerns shared by
geographers, sociologists, political scientists, historians, and anthropologists alike. And they model the kind
of work that this volume identifies as the future of political ecology: place-based “ethnographies of nature”
keenly attuned to the conjunctural effects of globalization.

Contributors. Eeva Berglund, Aletta Biersack, J. Peter Brosius, Michael R. Dove, James B. Greenberg, Søren
Hvalkof, J. Stephen Lansing, Gísli Pálsson, Joel Robbins, Vernon L. Scarborough, John W. Schoenfelder,
Richard Wilk
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Editorial Review

Review

“Reimagining Political Ecology is an important contribution to efforts to build a more nuanced poststructural
political ecology and a pertinent reminder that political ecology has benefited enormously from the work of
anthropologists.”—Raymond Bryant, author of The Political Ecology of Forestry in Burma, 1824–1994

“Political ecologists have helped configure the fields of environmental governance and environmental
justice. This thoughtful, insight-filled collection helps readers rethink some of the main concerns of political
ecology. Organized in complementary counterpoint, the essays use evidence from around the world to make
fundamental contributions toward a reconsideration of nature/culture relationships. Scholars from both
disciplinary and interdisciplinary formations will discover the need to consult and use this volume.”—Arun
Agrawal, author of Environmentality: Technologies of Government and the Making of Subjects

From the Back Cover
"Political ecologists have helped configure the fields of environmental governance and environmental
justice. This thoughtful, insight-filled collection helps readers rethink some of the main concerns of political
ecology. Organized in complementary counterpoint, the essays use evidence from around the world to make
fundamental contributions toward a reconsideration of nature/culture relationships. Scholars from both
disciplinary and interdisciplinary formations will discover the need to consult and use this volume."--Arun
Agrawal, author of "Environmentality: Technologies of Government and the Making of Subjects"

About the Author

Aletta Biersack is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Oregon. She is the editor of Papuan
Borderlands: Huli, Duna, and Ipili Perspectives on the Papua New Guinea Highlands and Clio in Oceania:
Toward a Historical Anthropology.

James B. Greenberg is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Arizona and Professor at the Bureau
of Applied Research in Anthropology. He is the author of Blood Ties: Life and Violence in Rural Mexico and
Santiago’s Sword: Chatino Peasant Religion and Economics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Garcia:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Reimagining Political Ecology (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First
Century). Try to the actual book Reimagining Political Ecology (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First
Century) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside
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regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Joyce McDonald:

The guide with title Reimagining Political Ecology (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century) has lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Verna Riddle:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Reimagining Political Ecology (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century) the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one web form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Reimagining Political Ecology (New
Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jennifer Klein:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Reimagining Political Ecology (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century) offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.
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