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Humankind has had a long and intimate association with gourds, and one of
them, the bottle gourd, or calabash, may have been man's first cultivated plant.
Although grown in the United States today primarily as ornamentals, in other
parts of the world gourds have many other important uses. With charming text
and stunning black-and-white photographs, The Gourd Book provides fascinating
scientific information and folklore about these remarkable plants and keys for
identifying species.

The first part of the book deals with tree gourds, widely used as containers and
for decoration; the Cucurbita gourds, including the buffalo gourd, the Turk's
turban, the silver-seed gourd, and the Malabar gourd, all utilized as food, and the
beautiful ornamental gourds; the loofah gourds, popular as cosmetic sponges;
minor gourds, such as the snake, wax, bitter, teasel, and hedgehog, sometimes
used as food or medicine; and gourds mentioned in the Bible.

The second part takes up the bottle gourd, which has been used for thousands of
years. Even today this gourd is almost indispensable in many parts of the tropics,
where species are used to make containers, musical instruments, and clothing, as
food and medicine, and in art. The book concludes with a discussion of the gourd
in folklore and myth and an appendix on growing, hybridizing, and preserving
gourds for decoration.
Delightfully written for general readers, this book will also appeal to botanists,
anthropologists, horticulturists, and everyone interested in plants or gardening.
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Humankind has had a long and intimate association with gourds, and one of them, the bottle gourd, or
calabash, may have been man's first cultivated plant. Although grown in the United States today primarily as
ornamentals, in other parts of the world gourds have many other important uses. With charming text and
stunning black-and-white photographs, The Gourd Book provides fascinating scientific information and
folklore about these remarkable plants and keys for identifying species.

The first part of the book deals with tree gourds, widely used as containers and for decoration;
the Cucurbita gourds, including the buffalo gourd, the Turk's turban, the silver-seed gourd, and the Malabar
gourd, all utilized as food, and the beautiful ornamental gourds; the loofah gourds, popular as cosmetic
sponges; minor gourds, such as the snake, wax, bitter, teasel, and hedgehog, sometimes used as food or
medicine; and gourds mentioned in the Bible.

The second part takes up the bottle gourd, which has been used for thousands of years. Even today this gourd
is almost indispensable in many parts of the tropics, where species are used to make containers, musical
instruments, and clothing, as food and medicine, and in art. The book concludes with a discussion of the
gourd in folklore and myth and an appendix on growing, hybridizing, and preserving gourds for decoration.
Delightfully written for general readers, this book will also appeal to botanists, anthropologists,
horticulturists, and everyone interested in plants or gardening.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Gourd Book successfully combines the many kinds of information about gourds into one accurate,
readable, well-illustrated account. . . . The most comprehensive work yet written on the subject."— Library
Journal

About the Author

Charles B. Heiser, Jr., received the Ph.D. degree from the University of California at Berkeley and was
Professor of Botany in Indiana University. He authored several books on botanical subjects, among them The
Sunflower, also published by the University of Oklahoma Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul McKinney:

This The Gourd Book are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this
The Gourd Book can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this The Gourd Book giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Irene Howe:

The book untitled The Gourd Book is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of
the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and
so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
The Gourd Book from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Steven Simon:

The Gourd Book can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put
every word into joy arrangement in writing The Gourd Book nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of

PDF File: The Gourd Book 3



Read and Download Ebook The Gourd Book PDF Public Ebook Library

it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Myra McKenzie:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Gourd Book is simple to create you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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