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For more than a thousand years, from A.D. 500 to 1700, the medieval kingdoms
of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay grew rich on the gold, salt, and slave trade that
stretched across Africa. Scraping away hundreds of years of ignorance, prejudice,
and mythology, award-winnnig authors Patricia and Fredrick McKissack reveal
the glory of these forgotten empires while inviting usto share in the inspiring
process of historical recovery that is taking place today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The McKissacks ( Sojourner Truth: Ain't | aWoman?) continue to illuminate aspects of African American
heritage with this introduction to three major kingdoms of medieval Africa: Ghana, Mali and Songhay.
Based on folklore, contemporaneous accounts and modern scholarly research, their discussion covers the
origins, customs, people and political history of these civilizations, which flourished from approximately
A.D. 500 to 1700 but which until recently have been neglected by historians. Because much of the available
information about medieval Africais sketchy at best, the narrative is sometimes confusing, especially when
the authors combine divergent theories or rely on myth and legend to fill holes in the historical record. Still,
their volume contains insightful information about an important period in both African and world history and
explores such complicated issues as African involvement in the slave trade and the role of religion in
establishing, shaping and destroying bygone kingdoms. A timeline, notes and extensive bibliography
encourage further reading. Ages 10-14.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 5-7-The McKissacks describe the West African civilizations that flourished between the years 700
C.E. t0 1700 C.E. A chronological account is given of each successive kingdom, and there is also substantial
information about the social history of Mali and Songhay, e.g., education, the treatment of women, religion,
and arts and crafts. The relationship between Islam and politics, and the interplay between traditional and
Islamic customs in Mali and Songhay are highlighted. The authors have attempted something unigque with
their inclusion of indigenous and contemporaneous historical accounts (by such historians as Leo Africanus
and Ibn Battuta), as well asin their substantial use of oral history. While this makes for an interesting
perspective, it prevents the line between history and mythology from being clearly drawn. For example, in
the story of Sundiata, visits from a powerful king in the magical form of an owl are not distinguished from
the factual dates that Sundiata ruled Mali. This might limit the usefulness of the book to situationsin which
adults are able to help students think critically about the text. Adequate but uninspired photographs of
ancient artifacts and modern people with traditional life stylesillustrate the text. Unfortunately, the maps do
not make clear the geographical relationships among the three kingdoms (they existed at different times, and
in each case the territory of the earlier kingdom was wholly or partly subsumed under the later kingdom).
The helpful notes discuss the validity of certain bibliographical sources. The informative time line links
eventsin Africato those in other parts of the world, and the bibliography isimpressive. In spite of its
limitations, thistitle will be an important addition to most collections.

Susan Giffard, Midtown Ethical Culture School, New York City

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 7-10. This history challenges those old myths of "darkest" Africawaiting to be opened up by the
"civilizing" Europeans. While parts of Europe struggled to emerge from the Dark Ages, trade and culture
flourished in great cities of West Africa, where artisans crafted sumptuous gold objects and scholars attracted
students to centers of learning. The history of medieval Africa, long ignored and distorted, is here given full
attention. The McKissacks are careful to distinguish what is known from what is surmised; they draw on the
oral tradition, eyewitness accounts, and contemporary scholarship; and chapter source notes discuss various
conflicting views of events. Nor isthe history all glorious. the authors are candid about widespread slavery
in the old African kingdoms and about brutal conditionsin the salt and gold mines that provided the wealth
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for the cities; they depict even great |eaders such as Sundiata, the warrior-king of the Mali, as fully rounded
people rather than as mythic heroes. Unfortunately, however, thisis not easy reading. The facts are dramatic,
but the prose is boring. Parts read like research notes, with little of the strong narrative style that
distinguishes the best of the McKissacks' work. Included are atimeline, bibliography, and careful source
notes; mapsto come. Hazel Rochman

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Milton Jones:

The book untitled The Royal Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay: Lifein Medieval Africa contain alot
of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice go through.

Gale Coachman:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Roya Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay:
Lifein Medieval Africacan giveyou alot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have
point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of astep for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Royal
Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay: Lifein Medieval Africa.

Cynthia Cisneros:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Royal Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and
Songhay: Lifein Medieva Africawas bright colored and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that
book The Roya Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay: Life in Medieval Africa has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Royce Woods:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update
of news. In this particular modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
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comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the The Royal Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay: Lifein Medieval Africawhen
you essential it?
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