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The cinematic trope of the white savior film-think of Sandra Bullock in The
Blind Side, Kevin Costner in Dances with Wolves, or Tom Cruise in The Last
Samurai--features messianic characters in unfamiliar or hostile settings
discovering something about themselves and their culture in the process of
saving members of other races from terrible fates.

 

In The White Savior Film, Matthew Hughey provides a cogent, multipronged
analysis of this subgenre of films to investigate the underpinnings of the
Hollywood-constructed images of idealized (and often idealistic) white
Americans.

 

Hughey considers the production, distribution, and consumption of white savior
films to show how the dominant messages of sacrifice, suffering, and redemption
are perceived by both critics and audiences. Examining the content of fifty films,
nearly 3,000 reviews, and interviews with viewer focus groups, he accounts for
the popularity of this subgenre and its portrayal of "racial progress."

 

The White Savior Film shows how we as a society create and understand these
films and how they reflect the political and cultural contexts of their time. 
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The cinematic trope of the white savior film-think of Sandra Bullock in The Blind Side, Kevin Costner in
Dances with Wolves, or Tom Cruise in The Last Samurai--features messianic characters in unfamiliar or
hostile settings discovering something about themselves and their culture in the process of saving members
of other races from terrible fates.

 

In The White Savior Film, Matthew Hughey provides a cogent, multipronged analysis of this subgenre of
films to investigate the underpinnings of the Hollywood-constructed images of idealized (and often
idealistic) white Americans.

 

Hughey considers the production, distribution, and consumption of white savior films to show how the
dominant messages of sacrifice, suffering, and redemption are perceived by both critics and audiences.
Examining the content of fifty films, nearly 3,000 reviews, and interviews with viewer focus groups, he
accounts for the popularity of this subgenre and its portrayal of "racial progress."

 

The White Savior Film shows how we as a society create and understand these films and how they reflect
the political and cultural contexts of their time. 
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Editorial Review

Review
"Since the 1980s, Hollywood has released a spate of so-called 'white savior' films, in which heroic white
protagonists liberate persons of color from dangerous and decayed environments... Hughey provides a
systematic study of the messages these films convey, as well as how film reviewers and audiences receive
them... The author's analysis is sound, and he ultimately offers a convincing critique of how these movies
seek to maintain the racial status quo. VERDICT: Scholars of film, sociology, and cultural studies will find
this book particularly illuminating." - Library Journal

About the Author

Matthew W. Hughey is an Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Connecticut. He is the
author or co-author of seven books, including White Bound: Nationalists, Antiracists, and the Shared
Meanings of Race.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The White Savior Film: Content, Critics, and
Consumption is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Evelina Soria:

The reserve untitled The White Savior Film: Content, Critics, and Consumption is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The White Savior Film: Content, Critics, and
Consumption from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Dorothy Betancourt:

The White Savior Film: Content, Critics, and Consumption can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
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knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The White Savior Film:
Content, Critics, and Consumption but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

William Leone:

This The White Savior Film: Content, Critics, and Consumption is brand-new way for you who has interest
to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The White Savior
Film: Content, Critics, and Consumption can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life and knowledge.
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