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Unlike most screenwriting guides that generally analyze several aspects of
screenwriting, Constructing Dialogue is devoted to a more analytical treatment
of certain individual scenes and how those scenes were constructed to be the
most highly dramatic vis avistheir dialogue. In the art of screenwriting, one
cannot separate how the scene is constructed from how the dialogue is written.
They are completely interwoven.

Each chapter deals with how a particular screenwriter approached dial ogue
relative to that particular scene's construction. From Citizen Kane to The Fisher
King the storylines have changed, but the techniques used to construct scene and
dialogue have fundamentally remained the same. The author maintains that there
are four optimum requirements that each scene needsin order to be successful:
maintaining scenic integrity; advancing the storyline, devel oping character, and
eliciting conflict and engaging emotionally. Comparing the original script and
viewing the final movie, the student is able to see what exactly was being
accomplished to make both the scene and the dialogue work effectively.
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Unlike most screenwriting guides that generally analyze several aspects of screenwriting, Constructing
Dialogueis devoted to a more analytical treatment of certain individual scenes and how those scenes were
constructed to be the most highly dramatic vis avis their dialogue. In the art of screenwriting, one cannot
separate how the scene is constructed from how the dialogue is written. They are completely interwoven.

Each chapter deals with how a particular screenwriter approached dialogue relative to that particular scene's
construction. From Citizen Kane to The Fisher King the storylines have changed, but the techniques used to
construct scene and dialogue have fundamentally remained the same. The author maintains that there are
four optimum requirements that each scene needs in order to be successful: maintaining scenic integrity;
advancing the storyline, devel oping character, and eliciting conflict and engaging emotionally. Comparing
the original script and viewing the final movie, the student is able to see what exactly was being
accomplished to make both the scene and the dialogue work effectively.
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Editorial Review

Review

Constructing Dialogue reveal s unprecedented insights into the pivotal impact of dialogue on cinematic
craftsmanship. Axelrod's nuanced analysis of great Hollywood scripts investigates dialogue as an active
tactical element that operates with, rather than againgt, visual artistry. At once gleeful, rigorous and practical,
Axelrod shows that the best feature screenplays are structured down to even the "micro” level of asingle
well-crafted line. Crucial reading for aspiring screenwriters, film students, seasoned filmmakers and film
buffs alike, Axelrod uncovers the bare bones of the screenplay, the writer's ecstatic dance with words,
structure and story. -- Valorie D. Thomas, Associate Professor of English and Africana Studies, Pomona
College, US| wish | could have had at hand such a great screenwriting guide in my first steps as a student
and filmmaker. It could have saved me alot of trouble, by speeding up my own development in this area.
Script doctor and visionary creative writer Axelrod provides the art of motion pictures - and film industry in
general - with aunique guide that will certainly expand film possibilities over the years to come. Axelrod's
book on dialogue construction can perfectly match Joseph Campbell's revolutionary writings that changed
film narrative forever. -- Gustavo Letelier, professor and award-winning film director, Chile Axelrod does
what Axelrod does best: knows dialogue. This unique text elucidates what the preeminent screenwriters have
known and accomplished for years; namely, how to say the most with brevity and precision and move the
story along. Axelrod shows that in avery succinct, if not unique, way. Anyone interested in the art of
dialogue writing should read this. -- David Anspaugh, Director, Hoosiers, Rudy

About the Author
Mark Axelrod isaFull Professor of English and Comparative Literature, and Director of the John Fowles
Center for Creative Writing, at Chapman University, USA.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Roberta Petty:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
gpare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because
just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it isright. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this Constructing Dialogue: Screenwriting from Citizen Kane to
Midnight in Paris to read.

Deborah Allen:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Constructing Dialogue: Screenwriting from Citizen Kane to Midnight in Paris your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
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explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Constructing Dialogue: Screenwriting from Citizen
Kane to Midnight in Paris giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern thisis your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning acasino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

L ouetta Cantrell:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to your account is Constructing Dialogue: Screenwriting from Citizen Kane to
Midnight in Paris this book consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. This particular
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it
is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this
book suited all of you.

Antoine Ander son:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. Aswe know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Constructing Dialogue: Screenwriting from Citizen Kane to Midnight in Pariswe
can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life
with this book Constructing Dialogue: Screenwriting from Citizen Kane to Midnight in Paris. Y ou can more
desirable than now.
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