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The 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment was one of the elite parachute regiments
of World War II. Attached to the famed 82nd Airborne Division, it parachuted
into Normandy during the predawn hours of June 6, 1944, spearheading the
invasion of Hitler’s fortress Europe. There, it fought with distinction for thirty-
four days before being relieved. Less than sixty days later, the regiment made a
daring daylight jump fifty-three miles behind German lines to spearhead the
invasion of Holland. It seized vital high ground and held it against repeated
German counterattacks and was the first Allied parachute regiment to fight on
German soil. Shortly after being relieved in Holland, the 508th Parachute
Infantry Regiment was rushed to Belgium to stem the German onslaught in the
Ardennes. The 508th screened the withdrawal of more than 20,000 U.S. soldiers
from the St.-Vith pocket and then stopped an assault by the 9th SS Panzer
Division at Erria. The regiment then participated in the drive to the German
border to eliminate the Belgian bulge. It subsequently fought in the Hürtgen
Forest, where it captured Hill 400 and other critical high ground south of the Kall
River in its last combat action. The 508th was detached from the 82nd Airborne
Division in the closing days of the war and was placed in strategic reserve. At the
conclusion of the war in Europe, the regiment was selected to guard General
Dwight Eisenhower’s headquarters in Germany. In the third of his highly
acclaimed regimental histories, historian Phil Nordyke tells the story of this
remarkable unit through the experiences and words of the veterans. He has
gathered hundreds of first person accounts from interviews, questionnaires,
diaries, letters, memoirs, awards files, and official accounts. Mr. Nordyke
skillfully weaves them to create a powerful narrative that brings the reader into
the action. It is a story of close combat, tremendous courage, devotion to duty,
and sacrifice.
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The 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment was one of the elite parachute regiments of World War II. Attached
to the famed 82nd Airborne Division, it parachuted into Normandy during the predawn hours of June 6,
1944, spearheading the invasion of Hitler’s fortress Europe. There, it fought with distinction for thirty-four
days before being relieved. Less than sixty days later, the regiment made a daring daylight jump fifty-three
miles behind German lines to spearhead the invasion of Holland. It seized vital high ground and held it
against repeated German counterattacks and was the first Allied parachute regiment to fight on German soil.
Shortly after being relieved in Holland, the 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment was rushed to Belgium to
stem the German onslaught in the Ardennes. The 508th screened the withdrawal of more than 20,000 U.S.
soldiers from the St.-Vith pocket and then stopped an assault by the 9th SS Panzer Division at Erria. The
regiment then participated in the drive to the German border to eliminate the Belgian bulge. It subsequently
fought in the Hürtgen Forest, where it captured Hill 400 and other critical high ground south of the Kall
River in its last combat action. The 508th was detached from the 82nd Airborne Division in the closing days
of the war and was placed in strategic reserve. At the conclusion of the war in Europe, the regiment was
selected to guard General Dwight Eisenhower’s headquarters in Germany. In the third of his highly
acclaimed regimental histories, historian Phil Nordyke tells the story of this remarkable unit through the
experiences and words of the veterans. He has gathered hundreds of first person accounts from interviews,
questionnaires, diaries, letters, memoirs, awards files, and official accounts. Mr. Nordyke skillfully weaves
them to create a powerful narrative that brings the reader into the action. It is a story of close combat,
tremendous courage, devotion to duty, and sacrifice.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Phil Nordyke is a thirty year veteran of the high-tech industry, working for companies such as Texas
Instruments, Xerox, DSC Communications, Cisco Systems, and a number of venture capital funded early
stage tech start-up companies. Mr. Nordyke has written five books about the World War II 82nd Airborne
Division, including All American All The Way, The All Americans in World War II, Four Stars of Valor,
More Than Courage, and An Irresistible Force. He is the historian for the World War II 505th Regimental
Combat Team Association. Mr. Nordyke lives in McKinney, Texas, with his wife Nancy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leslie Heidelberg:

The book Put Us Down In Hell: The Combat History of the 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment in World
War II can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Put Us Down In Hell: The Combat History of the 508th
Parachute Infantry Regiment in World War II? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book Put Us Down In Hell: The Combat History of the 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment in
World War II has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Dorothy Pierce:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Put
Us Down In Hell: The Combat History of the 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment in World War II, you are
able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a reserve.

Paula Daniels:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when
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the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually Put Us Down In Hell: The Combat History of the 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment in World War
II.

Lisa Westra:

The book untitled Put Us Down In Hell: The Combat History of the 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment in
World War II contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice go through.
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