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American journalism is collapsing as newspapers and magazines fail and scores
of reporters are laid off across the country. Conventional wisdom says the
Internet is to blame, but veteran journalists and media critics Robert W.
McChesney and John Nichols disagree. The crisis of American journalism
predates the Great Recession and digital media boom. What we are witnessing
now is the end of the commercial news model and the opportune moment for the
creation of a new system of independent journalism, one subsidized by the public
and capable of safeguarding our democracy.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Two respected media authorities, McChesney, a radio host of Media Matters, and Nichols, the Nation's
Washington, D.C., correspondent, spell out the rapid decline of and possible financial solutions for American
journalism in their new book. The Old School print journalism empire, the authors write, is crumbling:
weeklies and daily newspapers closing down; thousands of reporters and editors getting the pink slip, and
Washington bureaus and other areas of federal government assigned less coverage. Although McChesney
and Nichols point out the true culprits in the fall of the national press, such as the Internet, the ownership of
the press and TV news shows by profit-hungry large media conglomerates, and hard economic times, they
are excessively upbeat when calling for a new era of experimentation in which a hybrid of old and new
media emerges. In this powerful book on the shrinking American media, the authors accurately explain its
current crisis, but fall somewhat short in solving the many challenges confronting journalism, including
major subsidies when the public has little stomach for that. (Jan.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* American newspapers are dying at an alarming rate, killed off by a failing corporate model
that puts profits before journalism and a reliance on advertisers who are flocking to the Internet. Respected
journalists McChesney and Nichols offer historical perspective—how we got into this sorry state—and
analysis from journalists, economists, and advocates on how we might be able to get out of it. They cite
statistics, chronicling efforts to move newsgathering to the Internet and the success of many bloggers who
rely on aggregated news from old media. Their bottom line: without some kind of government support,
journalism as we know it will not survive. Despite resistance to the idea of government support of media,
they point to postal subsidies dating back to the 1700s. They also offer the model of government and
philanthropic support of media in Britain (the BBC and the Guardian), as well as the much leaner history of
government support for public broadcasting in the U.S. Among their suggestions: worker and community
cooperative ownership of local media and quasi nonprofit news organizations. The authors argue
passionately for radical solutions but also offer an exhilarating vision for the direction of American
journalism. --Vanessa Bush

About the Author

Robert W. McChesney is a Professor in the Department of Communication at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. He hosts Media Matters on WILL-AM radio. John Nichols is the Washington, D.C.,
correspondent for the Nation and the associate editor of the Capital Times.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

The book The Death and Life of American Journalism: The Media Revolution That Will Begin the World
Again make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make studying a book The Death and Life of American Journalism: The Media
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Revolution That Will Begin the World Again to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like start and read a e-book The Death and Life of American Journalism: The Media
Revolution That Will Begin the World Again. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Mary Edick:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Death and Life of American
Journalism: The Media Revolution That Will Begin the World Again. All type of book are you able to see on
many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Joan Jackson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just
their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Death and Life of American Journalism:
The Media Revolution That Will Begin the World Again to read.

Flora Gordon:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Death and Life of American Journalism: The Media
Revolution That Will Begin the World Again why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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