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The predecessor to Helen Macdonald's H Is for Hawk, T. H. White's nature-
writing classic, The Goshawk, asks the age-old question: What is it that binds
human beings to other animals? White, author of The Once and Future King and
Mistress Masham's Repose, was a young writer who found himself rifling
through old handbooks of falconry. A particular sentence - "the bird reverted to a
feral state" - seized his imagination, and, White later wrote, "A longing came to
my mind that I should be able to do this myself. The word 'feral' has a kind of
magical potency which allied itself to two other words, 'ferocious' and 'free.'"
Immediately White wrote to Germany to acquire a young goshawk. Gos, as
White named the bird, was ferocious and Gos was free, and White had no idea
how to break him in beyond the ancient (and, as it happened, long superseded)
practice of depriving him of sleep, which meant that he, White, also went without
rest. Slowly man and bird entered a state of delirium and intoxication, of
attraction and repulsion that looks very much like love.

White kept a daybook describing his volatile relationship with Gos - at once a
tale of obsession, a comedy of errors, and a hymn to the hawk. It was this that
became The Goshawk, one of modern literature's most memorable and surprising
encounters with the wilderness - as it exists both within us and without.
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The predecessor to Helen Macdonald's H Is for Hawk, T. H. White's nature-writing classic, The Goshawk,
asks the age-old question: What is it that binds human beings to other animals? White, author of The Once
and Future King and Mistress Masham's Repose, was a young writer who found himself rifling through old
handbooks of falconry. A particular sentence - "the bird reverted to a feral state" - seized his imagination,
and, White later wrote, "A longing came to my mind that I should be able to do this myself. The word 'feral'
has a kind of magical potency which allied itself to two other words, 'ferocious' and 'free.'" Immediately
White wrote to Germany to acquire a young goshawk. Gos, as White named the bird, was ferocious and Gos
was free, and White had no idea how to break him in beyond the ancient (and, as it happened, long
superseded) practice of depriving him of sleep, which meant that he, White, also went without rest. Slowly
man and bird entered a state of delirium and intoxication, of attraction and repulsion that looks very much
like love.

White kept a daybook describing his volatile relationship with Gos - at once a tale of obsession, a comedy of
errors, and a hymn to the hawk. It was this that became The Goshawk, one of modern literature's most
memorable and surprising encounters with the wilderness - as it exists both within us and without.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Meadows:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Goshawk offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Dixie Love:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is The Goshawk this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Clarence Williams:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Goshawk which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Jeffrey Martinez:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Goshawk can give you a lot of friends because by you
taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? We need to have The Goshawk.
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