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In medieval and early modern Britain, people would refer to their local district as
their 'country', a term now largely forgotten but still used up until the First World
War. Core groups of families that remained rooted in these 'countries', often
bearing distinctive surnames still in use today, shaped local culture and passed on
their traditions. In The Grass Roots of English History, David Hey examines the
differing nature of the various local societies that were found throughout England
in these periods.

The book provides an update on the progress that has been made in recent years
in our understanding of the history of ordinary people living in different types of
local societies throughout England, and demonstrates the value of studying the
varied landscapes of England, from towns to villages, farmsteads, fields and
woods to highways and lanes, and historic buildings from cathedrals to cottages.
With its broad coverage from the medieval period up to the Industrial
Revolution, the book shows how England's socio-economic landscape had
changed over time, employing evidence provided by archaeology, architecture,
botany, cultural studies, linguistics and historical demography.

The Grass Roots of English History provides an up-to-date account of the present
state of knowledge about ordinary people in local societies throughout England
written by an authority in the field, and as such will be of great value to all
scholars of local and family history.
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In medieval and early modern Britain, people would refer to their local district as their 'country', a term now
largely forgotten but still used up until the First World War. Core groups of families that remained rooted in
these 'countries', often bearing distinctive surnames still in use today, shaped local culture and passed on
their traditions. In The Grass Roots of English History, David Hey examines the differing nature of the
various local societies that were found throughout England in these periods.

The book provides an update on the progress that has been made in recent years in our understanding of the
history of ordinary people living in different types of local societies throughout England, and demonstrates
the value of studying the varied landscapes of England, from towns to villages, farmsteads, fields and woods
to highways and lanes, and historic buildings from cathedrals to cottages. With its broad coverage from the
medieval period up to the Industrial Revolution, the book shows how England's socio-economic landscape
had changed over time, employing evidence provided by archaeology, architecture, botany, cultural studies,
linguistics and historical demography.

The Grass Roots of English History provides an up-to-date account of the present state of knowledge about
ordinary people in local societies throughout England written by an authority in the field, and as such will be
of great value to all scholars of local and family history.
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Editorial Review

Review
[A] work of profound imagination and reach that provides testimony to the continuing vitality of local and
regional history. Times Literary Supplement A highly individual and admirable book ... The Grass Roots of
English History is a very personal vision of what local history might be [and] as an alternative reading of our
history, it deserves our attention. Reviews in History David Hey is a celebrity among family and local
historians, whose books have done more than any others to form a field, to inspire research into family
history and show the relevance of this to historical studies. This book goes wider, into the 'grass roots' and
basis of English society in the early modern period. It displays his intellectual persona everywhere. It is
highly readable, an excellent interpretative work, up-to-date, wide-ranging in themes, regions and
chronology. It is especially welcome for stressing what early modern people termed 'countries': differing
regions and their distinctive qualities. It will certainly promote many further scholarly enquiries along these
lines. K.D.M. Snell, Director of the Centre for English Local History, University of Leicester, UK David
Hey's latest book is a magnificent overview of England's past, which serves to unite the worlds of landscape
history, family history and local history. Dealing with subjects as diverse as the distribution and meaning of
English surnames, the development of the rural landscape, the origins and growth of towns, and the character
and significance of parish churches and other great buildings, Hey provides a context and framework for
local studies which local and family historians, as well as the general reader, will find both useful and
informative. A clear, concise and immensely readable contribution to the literature. Tom Williamson,
Professor of History, University of East Anglia, UK Hey (emer., Univ. of Sheffield, UK) published seminal
studies on English local history for half a century, and, sadly, passed away while this book was in
production. He begins this excellent survey by noting that until the 19th century, most English folk identified
with their local "country"; that is, one of hundreds of small agricultural and market communities
individualized variously by their distinctive dialects, farming practices, crafts, or building styles. Tax and
census records reveal that descendants of core families remained in these "countries" from 1377 to 1911.
Hey describes other continuities as well as the significant changes in many such locales from the time of the
Roman occupation to the eve of industrial society. Highlighted along the way are recent remarkable
discoveries; for example, that castles were built largely for non-military purposes, and that some existing
timber-framed buildings date to the early 13th century. Although specialist studies inform the narrative
throughout, Hey's attractive prose will make the book accessible to both undergraduates encountering local
history for the first time and general readers-perhaps someone preparing to visit the English countryside for
the 1st or 20th time. Summing Up: Highly recommended. All public and academic levels/libraries. CHOICE

About the Author
David Hey was Emeritus Professor of Local and Family History at the University of Sheffield, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathy Wilson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
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their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book.
One of them is this The Grass Roots of English History: Local Societies in England before the Industrial
Revolution.

Ashley Staley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Grass Roots of English History: Local Societies in England before the Industrial Revolution provide you
with new experience in studying a book.

Janet Steele:

Beside this The Grass Roots of English History: Local Societies in England before the Industrial Revolution
in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Grass Roots of English History: Local Societies in
England before the Industrial Revolution because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it
from at this point!

Roy Rogers:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled
update of news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the The Grass Roots of English History: Local Societies in England before the
Industrial Revolution when you essential it?
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