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In 1860, Alexander Ferguson, a newly ordained vicar and amateur evolutionary
scientist, takes up his new parish, a poor, isolated patch on the remote Scottish
island of Harris. He hopes to uncover the truth behind the legend of the
selkies?mermaids or seal people who have been sighted off the north of Scotland
for centuries. He has a more personal motive, too; family legend states that
Alexander is descended from seal men. As he struggles to be the good pastor he
was called to be, his maid Moira faces the terrible eviction of her family by Lord
Marstone, whose family owns the island. Their time on the island will
irrevocably change the course of both their lives, but the white house on the edge
of the dunes keepsiits silence long after they are gone.

It will be more than a century before the Sea House reluctantly gives up its
secrets. Ruth and Michael buy the grand but dilapidated building and begin to
turn it into ahome for the family they hope to have. Their dreams are marred by
a shocking discovery. The tiny bones of a baby are buried beneath the house; the
child's fragile legs are fused together?a mermaid child. Who buried the bones?
And why? To heal her own demons, Ruth feels she must discover the secrets of
her new home?but the answers to her questions may lie in her own traumatic
past. The Sea House by Elisabeth Gifford is a sweeping tale of hope and
redemption and a study of how we heal ourselves by discovering our histories.
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In 1860, Alexander Ferguson, a newly ordained vicar and amateur evolutionary scientist, takes up his new
parish, a poor, isolated patch on the remote Scottish island of Harris. He hopes to uncover the truth behind
the legend of the selkies?mermaids or seal people who have been sighted off the north of Scotland for
centuries. He has a more personal motive, too; family legend states that Alexander is descended from sedl
men. As he struggles to be the good pastor he was called to be, his maid Moira faces the terrible eviction of
her family by Lord Marstone, whose family owns theisland. Their time on the island will irrevocably change
the course of both their lives, but the white house on the edge of the dunes keeps its silence long after they
are gone.

It will be more than a century before the Sea House reluctantly gives up its secrets. Ruth and Michael buy the
grand but dilapidated building and begin to turn it into a home for the family they hope to have. Their dreams
are marred by a shocking discovery. The tiny bones of a baby are buried beneath the house; the child's fragile
legs are fused together?a mermaid child. Who buried the bones? And why? To heal her own demons, Ruth
feels she must discover the secrets of her new home?but the answers to her questions may liein her own
traumatic past. The Sea House by Elisabeth Gifford is a sweeping tale of hope and redemption and a study of
how we heal ourselves by discovering our histories.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Set in a house on the windswept coast of the Outer Hebrides, this haunting tale effortlessly bridges a gap of
more than a century. Adeptly interweaving two tales involving residents of the titular house, Gifford sets up
an absorbing mystery revolving around local lore and myths about mermaids, selkies, and sealmen. In 1860,
novice vicar Alexander Ferguson takes up his new post as parish priest and moves into the Sea House. Fast
forward 130 years and newlyweds Ruth and Michael purchase the dilapidated house and begin renovating it.
After they unearth the bones of an infant whose legs and feet are fused together, Ruth realizes she must
discover what really happened in order to face and destroy her own very personal demons. Stretching
seamlessly back and forth through time, layers upon layers of secrets are slowly and effectively peeled away
in this evocative debut. --Margaret Flanagan

Review

“A gripping journey into the past: a stunning exploration of the mysteries that define individuals and
communities. Liz Gifford isawriter with atalent for storytelling.” ?Emma Chapman, author of How To Be A
Good Wife

“Hints of magic abound in Gifford's haunting fiction debut...Gifford has an ability to bring depth to her
characters, whether they live in the 19th century or the 20th, and this helps hold together her sweeping tale.”
?Publishers Weekly

About the Author

ELISABETH GIFFORD has written articles for The Times and The Independent and has a Diplomain
Creative Writing from Oxford OUDCE and an MA in Creative Writing from Royal Holloway College. The
Sea House is her debut novel. Sheis married with three children. They live in Kingston on Thames, a suburb
of London, but spend as much time as possible in the Hebrides.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Pear| Sanders:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The SeaHouse: A Novel. Try to stumble through book The
SeaHouse: A Novel asyour buddy. It meansthat it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.
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David Wolverton:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students as they are still students or the item for al peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Sea House: A Novel. All type of
book isit possible to see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Roger Bennett:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Sea House: A Novel e-book written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your persona hunger then you still doubt The Sea House: A Novel as good book not simply by the cover but
also by content. Thisis one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth senseto pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Joy Becker:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching fromit. It is known
as of book The Sea House: A Novel. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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