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Queen Lokamahadevi, the chief wife of the Early Chalukyaking Vikramaditya
I1, began construction of the Virupaksha Temple in approximately 733 at the
dynasty’s royal consecration site of Pattakadal, in Karnataka, India. Asone of the
most powerful rulers of the Early Chalukya dynasty, Vikramadityall controlled
territories spread over avast region of central and southern India. The
Virupaksha Temple commemorated his crucial victory over therival Pallava
dynasty to the southeast. Dedicated to the Hindu god Shiva and richly adorned
with carved images of Shiva, Vishnu, and other deities, the Virupaksha Templeis
widely considered one of the most important of the freestanding structures
erected during the Chalukya era, and it represents the zenith of temple
construction of its period. Although this temple has been studied for more than a
century and appearsin virtually every textbook on Indian art, its iconographic
program has never been fully explored. Decoding a Hindu Temple: Royalty and
Religion in the Iconographic Program of the Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal
interprets the iconographic program of Virupaksha Temple. The work
demonstrates that the iconography of the templeis expressive of royal
aspirations—both material and spiritual—as well of past successes. Specific
imagery that legitimizes the king through references to his genealogy and

lineage, hisroya marriage, and his conquests and defeats of other rival monarchs
areidentified, aswell as hisrole in upholding the social order. Thetempleis
understood as the formal “stage” for the king's ceremonial life, atestament to his
wealth and authority, and the vehicle through which his reign was sacralized and
reified. Overall, the book suggests that through its figurative imagery, the

templ€e siconography reiterates the world orders of both the physical realm and
the cosmos at large. At the same time, the book looks at the issue of female
patronage to show that the temple reflected the importance of the role of the
gueen to the functioning of the kingdom. The book suggests a function of the
Hindu temple not previoudy identified, but likely applicable more generally to
monuments throughout ancient India.
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Queen Lokamahadevi, the chief wife of the Early Chalukyaking Vikramadityall, began construction of the
Virupaksha Templein approximately 733 at the dynasty’ s royal consecration site of Pattakadal, in
Karnataka, India. Asone of the most powerful rulers of the Early Chalukya dynasty, Vikramadityall
controlled territories spread over avast region of central and southern India. The Virupaksha Temple
commemorated his crucial victory over the rival Pallava dynasty to the southeast. Dedicated to the Hindu
god Shivaand richly adorned with carved images of Shiva, Vishnu, and other deities, the Virupaksha Temple
iswidely considered one of the most important of the freestanding structures erected during the Chalukya
era, and it represents the zenith of temple construction of its period. Although this temple has been studied
for more than a century and appears in virtually every textbook on Indian art, its iconographic program has
never been fully explored. Decoding a Hindu Temple: Royalty and Religion in the |conographic Program of
the Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal interprets the iconographic program of Virupaksha Temple. The work
demonstrates that the iconography of the temple is expressive of royal aspirations—both material and
spiritual—as well of past successes. Specific imagery that legitimizes the king through references to his
genealogy and lineage, his royal marriage, and his conquests and defeats of other rival monarchs are
identified, aswell as hisrole in upholding the social order. The temple is understood as the formal “ stage”
for the king's ceremonial life, atestament to his wealth and authority, and the vehicle through which his
reign was sacralized and reified. Overall, the book suggests that through its figurative imagery, the temple’'s
iconography reiterates the world orders of both the physical realm and the cosmos at large. At the same time,
the book looks at the issue of female patronage to show that the temple reflected the importance of therole
of the queen to the functioning of the kingdom. The book suggests a function of the Hindu temple not
previoudly identified, but likely applicable more generally to monuments throughout ancient India.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Glenn Remaley:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Decoding a Hindu Temple: Royalty and Religion
in the Iconographic Program of the Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant a new book Decoding a Hindu Temple:
Royalty and Religion in the Iconographic Program of the Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal. Y ou can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open abook or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Michael Becker:

Here thing why this kind of Decoding a Hindu Temple: Royalty and Religion in the Iconographic Program of
the Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through abook is
good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty asfood or not. Decoding a
Hindu Temple: Royalty and Religion in the Iconographic Program of the Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book
that similar with Decoding a Hindu Temple: Royalty and Religion in the I conographic Program of the
Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficultiesin
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Decoding a Hindu Temple: Royalty and Religion in the
Iconographic Program of the Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal in e-book can be your substitute.

Lily Terry:

Y ou can get this Decoding a Hindu Temple: Royalty and Religion in the I conographic Program of the
Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In
the modern erajust like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let'stry to choose appropriate ways for you.
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Jeanie Clark:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students fedl that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
Aswe know that on this period, many waysto get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, waysto
reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Decoding aHindu Temple: Royalty and Religion in the
Iconographic Program of the Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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