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hought by many Syrians to be the most influential novel of itstime, thisfirst
novel of Muhammad Kamil a-Khatib is ariveting examination of Syrian
political and social life during the 1980s. With a multi-voiced narration carried,
like ariver, from one voice to another, al-Khatib paints concise, vivid portraits of
adisparate group of people in Damascus, ranging from an older officer in the
Syrian army, to auniversity student coming to terms with her sexuality in a
traditional context, to a British Orientalist on sabbatical, to a disillusioned activist
who must reconcile his ideals with the realities of war and city life. Though the
particularities of the explored lives may be quintessentially Syrian, the struggle
between the generations, between men and women, between country and city,
and between victor and vanquished are international in scope.
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hought by many Syriansto be the most influential novel of itstime, this first novel of Muhammad Kamil al-
Khatib is ariveting examination of Syrian political and social life during the 1980s. With a multi-voiced
narration carried, like ariver, from one voice to another, al-Khatib paints concise, vivid portraits of a
disparate group of people in Damascus, ranging from an older officer in the Syrian army, to a university
student coming to terms with her sexuality in atraditional context, to a British Orientalist on sabbatical, to a
disillusioned activist who must reconcile his ideals with the realities of war and city life. Though the
particularities of the explored lives may be quintessentialy Syrian, the struggle between the generations,
between men and women, between country and city, and between victor and vanquished are international in
scope.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Thefirst novel by one of Syria's foremost writers and intellectuals arrives in English 19 years later with its
luster little diminished. Khatib employs a filmlike structure to maximize narrative economy (*'jump-cutting"
between episodes without noting connections) and the significance of incidents. Each chapter focuses on a
single character during a single episode of the courtship of the college-educated daughter of a progressive
middle-class Damascus family by a university teacher and scholar with radical opinions. She likes him, he
likes her, her family likes him, his friends think she's perfect for him--and it doesn't work out. The reasons it
doesn't are characteristic of adeveloping Third World country in which new expectations outstrip entrenched
reaities, and old habits fail new possibilities. For instance, the girl's father has raised her to be amodern
woman, but when she challenges her suitor's diffidence by turning to an English professor, the father throws
her out of the house in aburst of angry patriarchy. A sad, extraordinarily instructive work of social-
psychological realism. Ray Olson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
A prominent, independent Syrian intellectual, Muhammad Kamil al-K hatib is perhaps best known for his
intellectual and critical works. Heis also the author of three acclaimed novels and many short stories.

Michelle Hartman holds a Ph.D. in Arabic literature from Oxford and currently teaches at Hofstra
University in New Y ork. While at the University of Damascus on a Fulbright, she met co-translator M aher
Barakat., an attorney now living in Canada.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
MarcusLeiva:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Just Like a River (Interlink World Fiction). Y ou can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a book Just
Like aRiver (Interlink World Fiction). Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by
just abook. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we could open abook or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when
you feel weary to go to thelibrary. Let's read.

Marian Sheffield:

The guide untitled Just Like a River (Interlink World Fiction) is the publication that recommended to you to
read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that
creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did alot of exploration when
write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-
book of Just Like aRiver (Interlink World Fiction) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
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Barbara Barnes;

This Just Like aRiver (Interlink World Fiction) is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Just Like a River (Interlink World Fiction) can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone.
These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book web form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here
for anyone. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Thomas Obrien:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from abook. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Just Like aRiver (Interlink World Fiction) when you required it?
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