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For more than a decade literary criticism has been thought to be in a post-theory
age. Despite this, the work of thinkers such as Derrida, Deleuze and Foucault and
new writers such as Agamben and Ranciere continue to be central to literary
studies. Literary Criticism in the 21st Century explores the explosion of new
theoretical approaches that has seen a renaissance in theory and its importance in
the institutional settings of the humanities today.

Literary Criticism in the 21st Century covers such issues as:

• The institutional history of theory in the academy
• The case against theory, from the 1970s to today
• Critical reading, theory and the wider world
• Keystone works in contemporary theory
• New directions and theory's many futures

Written with an engagingly personal and accessible approach that brings theory
vividly to life, this is a passionate defence of theory and its continuing relevance
in the 21st century.
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Editorial Review

Review

“University of Oklahoma English professor Leitch (American Literary Criticism Since the 1930s, 2nd
edition) offers a spirited defense of literary theory. Defying those who feel criticism is in a ‘post-theory' age,
following the intense, contentious theory and culture wars of the 1980s and 1990s, Leitch claims that theory
is a way to engage the postmodern globalized world… does not pull any punches; he takes a pointed,
forthright view of the ‘corporate university'… a skillful account of theory's influence, history, and continued
relevance.” ?Publishers Weekly

“Literary Criticism in the 21st Century is a valuable and rewarding book. One of its many virtues is its style,
pellucid and often autobiographical. Leitch both describes and wonderfully practices what he calls ‘intimate
critique,’ the blending of personal experiences and affects into the analysis of larger structures and trends.” -
Joseph Albernaz, University of California?Berkeley, USA, symploke

About the Author

Vincent Leitch is George Lynn Cross Research Professor and Paul and Carol Daube Sutton Chair in English
at the University of Oklahoma, USA. He is the author of American Literary Criticism Since the 1930s (2nd
edition, 2010) and co-editor of The Norton Anthology of Literary Criticism and Theory (2nd edition, 2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martin Phair:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you
will want this Literary Criticism in the 21st Century: Theory Renaissance.

Barbara Akins:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is
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Jamey Ainsworth:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Literary Criticism in the 21st Century: Theory Renaissance your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get just before. The Literary Criticism in the 21st Century: Theory Renaissance giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your
better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Sandra Birk:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Literary Criticism in the 21st Century:
Theory Renaissance is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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