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Parvana’s best friend, Shauzia, has escaped the misery of her life in Kabul, only
to end up in a refugee camp in Pakistan. She still dreams of seeing the ocean and
eventually making a new life in France, but it's hard to imagine when she is
living in the Widows’ Compound of a muddy, crowded refugee camp outside
Peshawar. Shauzia finally decides to leave the camp and try her luck on the
streets. Peshawar is dangerous and full of desperately poor and wandering
children like herself, but she has Jasper, the dog who followed her down from a
shepherds’ camp in the mountains, and she knows how to masquerade as a boy
and comb the streets for jobs. But life as a street kid is dangerous and terrifying,
even with the advantages of a strong will, brave spirit, and good luck. This is a
powerful and human story of a feisty, driven girl who tries to take control of her
own life. The reissue includes a new cover and map, and an updated author’s
note and glossary to provide young readers with background and context.
Royalties from the sale of this book go to Street Kids International.
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Parvana’s best friend, Shauzia, has escaped the misery of her life in Kabul, only to end up in a refugee camp
in Pakistan. She still dreams of seeing the ocean and eventually making a new life in France, but it's hard to
imagine when she is living in the Widows’ Compound of a muddy, crowded refugee camp outside Peshawar.
Shauzia finally decides to leave the camp and try her luck on the streets. Peshawar is dangerous and full of
desperately poor and wandering children like herself, but she has Jasper, the dog who followed her down
from a shepherds’ camp in the mountains, and she knows how to masquerade as a boy and comb the streets
for jobs. But life as a street kid is dangerous and terrifying, even with the advantages of a strong will, brave
spirit, and good luck. This is a powerful and human story of a feisty, driven girl who tries to take control of
her own life. The reissue includes a new cover and map, and an updated author’s note and glossary to
provide young readers with background and context. Royalties from the sale of this book go to Street Kids
International.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-7-Stuck in the Widows' Compound of an Afghan refugee camp just across the border in Pakistan,
Shauzia chafes at the endless small jobs Mrs. Weera assigns to her. She longs to take charge of her life,
travel with her faithful dog Jasper, and make her way to the sea and ultimately to France. She leaves the
camp dressed as a boy to try to earn money in Peshawar but there is little work and the meager amount she
does earn is stolen by the police. Befriended by a Western family, she misunderstands their ways and is
returned to the camp. There, her leg is broken in a riot caused by her efforts to get food for the widows and
children. As she comes to recognize her own strengths, she reaches a point where she can lay aside her
dream long enough to return to Afghanistan with Mrs. Weera to help her countrymen. Like The Breadwinner
(2001) and Parvana's Journey (2002, both Groundwood), this novel conveys a distinctive sense of place,
describing in discomfiting detail the sights and sounds of the impoverished refugee camp and the poorest
sections of Peshawar. However, the book has the feel of a story begun in the middle. Shauzia's friend
Parvana is just a name. Readers know nothing of their previous connection and Shauzia's own history is
sketchy. She is smart and likable in her generosity, but her change of heart is sudden and comes as a surprise.
Buy where the earlier titles have been popular.
Kathleen Isaacs, Edmund Burke School, Washington, DC
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 4-7. In the third book in the Breadwinner Trilogy, orphan Afghan refugee Shauzia leaves the rough
Pakistan border camp and joins other homeless children on the streets of the city of Peshawar. Her dream,
left from the time before the Taliban when she was still at school, is to reach the ocean and a place called
France. Instead, disguised as a boy, she must beg and scrounge for food and find odd jobs. In the end, she
returns to the refugee camp and to the tough camp leader, Mrs. Weera, whom Shauzia thought she hated. The
story is strong on message, and in a final note, Ellis fills in the recent history about Afghanistan, the
Taliban's restrictions on women, and the millions of new, desperate refugees. Middle-school readers will be
caught up in the cause and in the elemental survival adventure, especially because Shauzia is no sweet waif;
she's mean, insolent, and rebellious. Her struggle with the rough Mrs. Weera reveals that they are both strong
and brave. Royalties from the book go to help homeless kids. Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“...a stunning portrait of a totally devastated world where children are forced to fend for themselves...” —
Quill & Quire, starred review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eloise Torres:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Mud City (Breadwinner) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The
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Mud City (Breadwinner) giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

James Matter:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Mud City (Breadwinner) why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Adam Blandford:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Mud City (Breadwinner) which is
finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Faye Pearson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims
Mud City (Breadwinner).
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