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Between the opposing claims of reason and religious subjectivity may be a
middle ground, William J. Wainwright argues. His book is a philosophical
reflection on the role of emotion in guiding reason. Thereis evidence, he
contends, that reason functions properly only when informed by arightly
disposed heart. The idea of passional reason, so rarely discussed today, once
dominated religious reflection, and Wainwright pursues it through the writings of
three of its past proponents: Jonathan Edwards, John Henry Newman, and
William James. He focuses on Edwards, whose work typifies the Christian
perspective on religious reasoning and the heart. Then, in his discussion of
Newman and James, Wainwright shows how the emotions participate in non-
religious reasoning. Finally he takes up the challenges most often posed to
notions of passional reason: that such views justify irrationality and wishful
thinking, that they can't be defended without circularity, and that they lead to
relativism. His response to these charges culminatesin an eloquent and
persuasive defense of the claim that reason functions best when influenced by the
appropriate emotions, feelings, and intuitions.
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Between the opposing claims of reason and religious subjectivity may be amiddle ground, William J.
Wainwright argues. His book is a philosophical reflection on the role of emotion in guiding reason. Thereis
evidence, he contends, that reason functions properly only when informed by arightly disposed heart. The
idea of passional reason, so rarely discussed today, once dominated religious reflection, and Wainwright
pursues it through the writings of three of its past proponents: Jonathan Edwards, John Henry Newman, and
William James. He focuses on Edwards, whose work typifies the Christian perspective on religious
reasoning and the heart. Then, in his discussion of Newman and James, Wainwright shows how the emations
participate in non-religious reasoning. Finally he takes up the challenges most often posed to notions of
passiona reason: that such views justify irrationality and wishful thinking, that they can't be defended
without circularity, and that they lead to relativism. His response to these charges culminates in an el oquent
and persuasive defense of the claim that reason functions best when influenced by the appropriate emotions,
feelings, and intuitions.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Wainwright explores the view that religious beliefs can and should be based on supporting evidence that
can be accurately assessed only by people having suitable moral and spiritual capacities. . . . Highly
recommended for al philosophy collections.” ?Choice

"Much of the. . . literature on the epistemology of religious belief has focused on the traditional theistic
arguments, so-called Reformed epistemology, and religious experience. Wainwright's book has something to
offer each of these debates, but in its own right the book charts and independent, promising project.” ?Charles
Taliaferro, The Journal of Religion, July 1997

"A close and intellectually satisfying analysis and defense of the need for proper dispositions for evaluating
religious truth claims."?G. Simon Harak, S.J., Theological Studies, March 1997

"Evidentialists have often assigned the passions an important motivational role in the assessment of religious
beliefs. . . . Inwhat is surely one of the most important works in epistemology in recent years, William
Wainwright attempts to take us further." ?Robert Holyer, International Journal for the Philosophy of
Religion,1997

"Reason and the Heart calls attention in a clear and forceful way to the importance of its claims, and it
provides some interesting concrete examples of philosophers who have done religious epistemology in this
fashion."?C. Stephen Evans, CrossCurrents, Winter 1996/97

"Wainwright succeeds in offering a clarifying account and compelling defense of atheory of justification
which is now coming to receive increasing attention, and deservedly so. | recommend this book most
highly."?M. Jamie Ferreiera, International Philosophical Quarterly, Summer 1997

"In this well-reasoned volume, Wainwright advances and defends a neglected position in the contemporary
debate over the rationality of religious belief. Challenging the view that objective reason alone is sufficient
for rightly ng the evidence on which religious beliefs may be grounded, he argues that a properly
disposed heart?our passional nature?is vital to seeing the force of the deliverances of objective reason.
Through penetrating and insightful analyses of the writings of Jonathan Edwards, John Henry Newman, and
William James, Wainwright builds a powerful case for the importance of the passions of the heart in the
search for truth. Thisis an exceptionally interesting and philosophically important book."William L. Rowe,
Purdue University

From the Back Cover

Between the opposing claims of reason and religious subjectivity may be a middle ground, William J.
Wainwright argues. His book is a philosophical reflection on the role of emotion in guiding reason. Thereis
evidence, he contends, that reason functions properly only when informed by arightly disposed heart.
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From reader reviews:
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Harold Graham:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they're still students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Reason and the Heart: A
Prolegomenon to a Critique of Passional Reason (Cornell Studies in the Philosophy of Religion). All type of
book are you able to see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Robert Russo:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them
isthis Reason and the Heart: A Prolegomenon to a Critique of Passional Reason (Cornell Studiesin the
Philosophy of Religion).

Sandra M aes;

Within this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list will be Reason and the Heart: A Prolegomenon to a Critique of Passional
Reason (Cornell Studies in the Philosophy of Religion). This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can
get many advantages.

Barbara Roundtree:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
isidentified as of book Reason and the Heart: A Prolegomenon to a Critique of Passional Reason (Cornell
Studiesin the Philosophy of Religion). Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book,
it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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