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African religion is ancestor worship; it revolves around the dead, now thought to
be alive and well in heaven (the Samanadzie) and propitiated by the living on
earth. For the Akan, the ancestors' stool is the emblem of the ancestors
(Nananom Nsamanfo). Led by their kings and queen mothers as living ancestors,
the Akan periodically propitiate the ancestors’ stools housing their ancestors. In
return, the ancestors and deities influence the affairs of living descendants,
making ancestor worship as tenably viable as any other religion.

This second edition updates the scholarship on ancestor worship by
demonstrating the centrality of the ancestors' stool as the ultimate religious
symbol. In addition, all chapters have been expanded. A new chapter has been
added to show how ancestor worship is pragmatically integrative, theologically
sound, teleological aswell as soteriological, with ahighly trained clerical body
and elders as mediators.
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African religion is ancestor worship; it revolves around the dead, now thought to be alive and well in heaven
(the Samanadzie) and propitiated by the living on earth. For the Akan, the ancestors' stool is the emblem of
the ancestors (Nananom Nsamanfo). Led by their kings and queen mothers as living ancestors, the Akan
periodically propitiate the ancestors' stools housing their ancestors. In return, the ancestors and deities
influence the affairs of living descendants, making ancestor worship as tenably viable as any other religion.
This second edition updates the scholarship on ancestor worship by demonstrating the centrality of the
ancestors' stool asthe ultimate religious symbol. In addition, all chapters have been expanded. A new
chapter has been added to show how ancestor worship is pragmatically integrative, theologically sound,
teleological aswell as soteriological, with ahighly trained clerical body and elders as mediators.
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Editorial Review

Review

Anthony Ephirim-Donkor’s African Religion Defined is a masterfully written and insightful study of African
religious experience. He offers arichly detailed examination of Akan cosmology and practices laced with
engaging persona accounts. The book represents a major contribution to the field of Akan studies and to
discussions about the nature and meaning of African religion. . . . The work will be useful in both
undergraduate and graduate school courses and will challenge students and scholars to reexamine categories
and assumptions about African religions. (Samuel |. Britt, Gordon Poteat Professor of Asian Studies and
Religion, Furman University, South Caroling)

Challenging the notion in some quarters that equate African religions with animism, Ephirim-Donkor
examines the religious and cultural practices of the Akan . . . and argues that ancestor worship as practiced
by the peopleis quite similar to other world religions. Influenced by the works of Clifford Geertz and Wallis
Budge, Ephirim-Donkor maintains that the souls of the Akan dead are symbolically housed in the ancestors
stool, the very seat and embodiment of temporal and spiritual power among the Akan. . . . This exciting
volume, which includes a completely new chapter written for this edition, is a must-have for those interested
in African religions. (Baffour K. Takyi, professor of sociology, the University of Akron, Ohio)

About the Author

Anthony Ephirim-Donkor is chair of the Department of Africana Studies and associate professor of religion
at Binghamton University, State University of New Y ork. He is the author of three other books on African
spirituality.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eleanor Rowe:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individual s survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a
whileisreading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of
African Religion Defined: A Systematic Study of Ancestor Worship among the Akan book as beginning and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

James Jean:

The e-book untitled African Religion Defined: A Systematic Study of Ancestor Worship among the Akan is
the reserve that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did alot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of African Religion Defined: A Systematic Study of Ancestor
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Worship among the Akan from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Brittany Belliveau:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
African Religion Defined: A Systematic Study of Ancestor Worship among the Akan your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The African Religion Defined: A
Systematic Study of Ancestor Worship among the Akan giving you one more experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading
it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jeffrey Price:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book African Religion Defined: A Systematic
Study of Ancestor Worship among the Akan to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of
reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to
liketo start a book and go through it. Beside that the guide African Religion Defined: A Systematic Study of
Ancestor Worship among the Akan can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of that time.
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