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This book guides teachers in grades 6-12 to strategically combine a variety of
texts--including literature, informational texts, and digital sources--to meet their
content-area goals and the demands of the Common Core State Standards
(CCSS). It presents clear-cut ways to analyze text complexity, design challenging
text sets, and help students get the most out of what they read. Provided are
practical instructional ideas for building background knowledge, promoting
engagement, incorporating discussion and text-based writing, and teaching
research skills. Appendices offer sample unit plans for English language arts,
history/social studies, and science classrooms. More than 20 reproducible
coaching templates and other tools can be downloaded and printed in a
convenient 8 1/2" x 11" size.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is the only professional development guide that 6-12 teachers need for interpreting how to meet the
rigorous demands of the CCSS. The framework in this book enables me not only to design effective text sets
(with both informational and literary texts), but also to implement reading strategies and writing activities
that really work!"--John Strong, MEd, English language arts teacher, Dover (Delaware) High School

"Lewis, Walpole, and McKenna draw on their vast knowledge of literacy research and practice, extensive
work in middle and high school classrooms, and deep understanding of the CCSS. The authors recognize that
perhaps the most fundamental shift brought about by the CCSS is in regard to texts. They help teachers
construct text sets and describe content-area strategies for implementation before, during, and after reading
and writing assignments. The book not only explains the strategies and how they might support the kind of
in-depth understanding of texts that is expected with the Common Core, but also offers extended examples of
their use. This engaging read will provide a sense of relief to teachers who feel unsure about or overwhelmed
by the CCSS."--Cynthia Shanahan, EdD, College of Education, University of Illinois at Chicago

"As we assemble our libraries of CCSS resources, this book deserves a prominent spot. The authors skillfully
explain the rigorous expectations of the CCSS in light of the rich scholarship on adolescent literacy. The
book explores a range of highly effective instructional practices to support students as readers, writers,
speakers, and thinkers as they engage with complex texts as disciplinary learners. The authors' approach is
thoughtful, and their conversational tone is very reader friendly."--Doug Buehl, MS, adolescent literacy
specialist, Madison, Wisconsin 

"This book has the authors' expertise and experience written all over it. My assistant superintendent has been
leading the charge to integrate CCSS into our curriculum and guide our teachers through the curriculum
writing process. Many of the ideas in this book are very closely aligned with the work our curriculum-
writing teams have been doing, and I know our teachers will find both value and validation in it."--Martin J.
Hudacs, EdD, Superintendent, Solanco School District, Quarryville, Pennsylvania

About the Author

William E. Lewis, PhD, is Assistant Professor in the School of Education at the University of Delaware,
where he teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in content-area literacy, English language arts
methods, writing, and young adult literature. Before going to the University of Delaware, he taught
secondary English language arts for 20 years in the Pennsylvania public schools. Dr. Lewis has served as a
consultant to both the Delaware and Georgia education departments and presents a range of professional
development seminars on content-area literacy at the local and state levels. His research interests focus on
persuasive writing and argumentation and secondary content-area reading and writing.

Sharon Walpole, PhD, is Professor in the School of Education at the University of Delaware. She has
extensive school-based experience designing and implementing tiered instructional programs. Dr. Walpole
has also been involved in federally funded and other schoolwide reform projects. Her current work involves
the design and effects of schoolwide reforms. She has coauthored or coedited several books, including How
to Plan Differentiated Reading Instruction, Second Edition: Resources for Grades K–3; The Literacy
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Coach’s Handbook, Second Edition; and Organizing the Early Literacy Classroom. Dr. Walpole is also
Series Editor, with Michael C. McKenna, of The Essential Library of PreK–2 Literacy. She is a recipient of
the Early Career Award for Significant Contributions to Literacy Research and Education from the Literacy
Research Association and the Excellence in Teaching Award from the University of Delaware.

Michael C. McKenna, PhD, was Thomas G. Jewell Professor of Reading in the Curry School of Education at
the University of Virginia until his death in 2016. He authored, coauthored, or edited more than 20 books,
including Assessment for Reading Instruction, Third Edition; How to Plan Differentiated Reading
Instruction, Second Edition: Resources for Grades K–3; and Organizing the Early Literacy Classroom; as
well as over 100 articles, chapters, and technical reports on a range of literacy topics. Dr. McKenna also
served as Series Editor, with Sharon Walpole, of The Essential Library of PreK–2 Literacy. His research was
sponsored by the National Reading Research Center and the Center for the Improvement of Early Reading
Achievement. He was a corecipient of the Edward B. Fry Book Award from the Literacy Research
Association and the Award for Outstanding Academic Books from the American Library Association, and a
member of the Reading Hall of Fame. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ebony Lower:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Cracking the Common Core: Choosing and Using Texts in Grades 6-12.

Amanda Moberly:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Cracking the
Common Core: Choosing and Using Texts in Grades 6-12 book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Silvia McElroy:

The book untitled Cracking the Common Core: Choosing and Using Texts in Grades 6-12 is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Cracking the Common Core: Choosing and Using Texts
in Grades 6-12 from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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Selma McDaniel:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Cracking the Common Core:
Choosing and Using Texts in Grades 6-12 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Cracking the Common Core: Choosing
and Using Texts in Grades 6-12 become your starter.
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