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This book is a comprehensive study of visual humour in ancient Greece, with
special emphasis on works created in Athens and Boeotia. Alexandre Mitchell
brings an interdisciplinary approach to this topic, combining theories and
methods of art history, archaeology, and classics with the anthropology of
humour, and thereby establishing new ways of looking at art and visual humour
in particular. Understanding what visual humour was to the ancients and how it
functioned as a tool of social cohesion is only one facet of this study. Mitchell
also focuses on the social truths that his study of humour unveils: democracy and
freedom of expression, politics and religion, Greek vases and trends in fashion,
market-driven production, proper and improper behaviour, popular versus elite
culture, carnival in situ, and the place of women, foreigners, workers, and
labourers within the Greek city. Richly illustrated with more than 140 drawings
and photographs, as well as with analytical tables of comic representations
according to different themes, painters, and techniques, this study amply
documents the comic representations that formed an important part of ancient
Greek visual language from the 6th through 4th centuries BC.
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This book is a comprehensive study of visual humour in ancient Greece, with special emphasis on works
created in Athens and Boeotia. Alexandre Mitchell brings an interdisciplinary approach to this topic,
combining theories and methods of art history, archaeology, and classics with the anthropology of humour,
and thereby establishing new ways of looking at art and visual humour in particular. Understanding what
visual humour was to the ancients and how it functioned as a tool of social cohesion is only one facet of this
study. Mitchell also focuses on the social truths that his study of humour unveils: democracy and freedom of
expression, politics and religion, Greek vases and trends in fashion, market-driven production, proper and
improper behaviour, popular versus elite culture, carnival in situ, and the place of women, foreigners,
workers, and labourers within the Greek city. Richly illustrated with more than 140 drawings and
photographs, as well as with analytical tables of comic representations according to different themes,
painters, and techniques, this study amply documents the comic representations that formed an important
part of ancient Greek visual language from the 6th through 4th centuries BC.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review of the hardback: 'The author is thorough and I can think of no genre of Greek humour which he has
overlooked, and he has been as thorough with the relevant literary evidence as with the representational. The
book is very fully illustrated.' Bryn Mawr Classical Review

Review of the hardback: 'Caricature, parody, overt sexual imagery, drunkenness, gender stereotyping, and
the deconstruction of myths are investigated, categorized, and interpreted with exemplary thoroughness and
psychological subtlety.' Columbia University: Choice Review

Review of the hardback: 'This broad survey of scenes of visual humor will serve as a valuable starting point
for further research. The extensive lists and citations will make the book an aid for further work on humor
and should encourage more synthesis and refinement of theoretical approaches to visual humor.' American
Journal of Archaeology

About the Author
A scholar of Greek art and archaeology, Dr Alexandre Mitchell is an Honorary Research Associate at the
Institute of Archaeology, University of Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Pell:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Greek Vase-
Painting and the Origins of Visual Humour? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Karole Standley:

Here thing why this Greek Vase-Painting and the Origins of Visual Humour are different and dependable to
be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content
is as yummy as food or not. Greek Vase-Painting and the Origins of Visual Humour giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Greek
Vase-Painting and the Origins of Visual Humour. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Greek Vase-Painting and the Origins of
Visual Humour in e-book can be your choice.
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James Shafer:

The knowledge that you get from Greek Vase-Painting and the Origins of Visual Humour could be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Greek Vase-Painting and the Origins of Visual Humour
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
this specific Greek Vase-Painting and the Origins of Visual Humour instantly.

Francis Gibbs:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Greek Vase-Painting and the Origins of Visual Humour when you required
it?
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