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Healthy eating becomes a hazard when alocal farm is sabotaged in this ninth
book of the Nancy Drew Diaries.

Nancy, Bess, and George are thinking about joining Black Creek Farm CSA
(Community Supported Agriculture). Sam and Abby Heyworth run both Black
Creek’ s organic farm and the CSA, a program where people pay to receive fresh
fruits and vegetables throughout the growing season. Buyers get local produce at
areasonable price; the farmers get money to run their farm. Everybody wins!

But during afundraising dinner showcasing the farm’s produce, several people
become serioudly ill, and tests reveal that the fruits and vegetables are
contaminated with deadly E. coli bacteria. Sam swears his produceis clean: E.
coli doesn’'t magically appear in vegetables—it has to be transferred by animals
or contaminated equipment. And after the Heyworth's greenhouse is trashed and
their chickens are killed by an intruder, Nancy thinks all signs point to sabotage.

Nancy, Bess, and George are on the case. But who would try to ruin afarm? And
why?
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Editorial Review
Review

"Narrator Jorjeana Marie captures the essence of what makes Nancy Drew such atimelessfictional icon....
Marie quickens the pace and darkens the tone, giving Nancy's overnight stakeout a decidedly spooky aura.

Julie, organic-farmer-turned-saboteur, is especially frightening. This production will ring true for longtime
fans and attract new ones. "

—AudioFile Magazine, September 2015

About the Author
Carolyn Keeneis the author of the ever-popular Nancy Drew books.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
The Clue at Black Creek Farm

CHAPTER ONE

]
Food for Thought

“I'M JUST SAYING,” MY FRIEND Bess Marvin said as we pushed open the door of the River Heights
Community Center, “1 don’t see how you can get this excited about vegetables.”

She was talking to George Fayne, her cousin and my other best friend, who was following behind with an
expression like she'd just sucked on alemon. Ned Nickerson, my boyfriend, was right behind George with
an amused look on his face.

“They’re not just vegetables,” George said, in the frustrated tone of someone who'’ d been arguing with the
same person nearly since birth. “ They’ re organic, sustainable, locally grown vegetables. And fruits too!”

“I just think it'sall alittle silly,” Bess said as we entered the community center gymnasium, which was set
up like a banquet hall, filled with round tables covered with red tablecloths and enticing combinations of
fresh harvest products. A banner welcomed us: FIRST ANNUAL BLACK CREEK FARM CSA BANQUET
AND HARVEST CELEBRATION.

George glared at her cousin. “How is organic farming silly?’ she demanded.
Ned spoke up. “I might see what Bess is getting at,” he said, giving George a disarming grin. “Not that any
farming issilly, but . . . you know, scientists have been trying for years to prove that organically grown

produce is better for you, and they’ ve found very little evidence.”

“Well, thank you, Dr. Science,” George grumbled.
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| was saved from further arguing by the interruption of a grinning blond woman with a purple streak in her
hair.

I held up my hands in the gesture for truce. “All right, all right,” | said.

“OMG, Bess and George!” the woman cried, appearing out of nowhere to pull the two cousinsinto abig
hug. “You guys are so big now! Thelast time | saw you, you werekids. . . now you're young ladies, as my
grandmother would say!”

George and Bess exchanged glances and smiled as she slowly let them go.

“Holly,” George said, “we're so excited that you invited us to this!” She paused to introduce Ned and me to
Holly. “Guys, thisisHolly Sinclair. She was Bess' s and my awesome Girl Scouts |leader and now she's
assistant manager at the community center.”

Holly shook each of our hands excitedly. “1’m so happy you could come!” she said, her cheeks flushed.
“Black Creek Farm CSA is doing some really good work, trying to change the way our food gets grown,”
she continued, growing serious. “ They just need some more support from the community. So | convinced
them to throw this dinner so people can taste their food!”

“Hoally, | told you,” Bess said teasingly, “I like organic farms and al, but we're not exactly the culinary
decision makersin our families. And my mom really likes the Stop-N-Go,” she added. * Especially since they
put in that Starbucks.”

Holly shook her head, her dark eyes shining. “Y our mom probably wouldn’t like it so much if she knew
where al that mass-produced food was coming from, or what it's doing to the environment,” she said.
“Come on, guys, have a seat with me.”

Holly led our small group to a nearby table, where we all pulled out chairs.

“So000,” Holly began, dliding into a seat next to George, “you must know that the produce you buy in a
grocery storeisn’'t al from around here, right?’

“Of course,” Ned said. “But that goes without saying. Not every climate will be able to produce every fruit
or vegetable there’' s demand for.”

“That'strue,” Holly agreed, “but do you think people really consider where their food comes from, whenit’s
so shiny and easy to buy at the supermarket? Maybe that orange was picked before it was ripe and flown in
on acargo jet, or else trucked around the country using tons of fossil fuels and releasing al kinds of toxins
into the environment. But if people stopped and thought about eating locally, maybe they’ d select an apple
that was grown down the road—perfectly ripe and much easier to transport.”

Ned sighed. “Right,” he said.

“Local food usually tastes better too,” George pointed out. “Because local farmers don’t pick their produce
until it’s ready. Produce that’ s trucked in has to be picked much earlier, and that affects the flavor.”

Holly smiled at her. “Exactly,” she said. “And we haven’t even touched on organic versus conventional
produce, and how many toxins are rel eased into the ecosystem by conventional fertilizers and pesticides.”
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Ned spoke up. “But scientists haven't found much of a nutritional difference between organic and
conventionally grown food,” he said.

Holly shrugged. “ That’strue,” she said, “but we don’t have to look very hard to find the damage that
conventional farming does to the environment.”

Bess thought a moment. “Even if | can see thelogic in what you're saying,” she said, “1 don’'t do the grocery
shopping, Holly. My mom does it, and she's big on bargains.”

Holly nodded slowly. “Bess, all | ask isthat you listen to the presentation tonight, and if you' re impressed, if
you like the quality of the food we serve, you mention us to your mom. Or pass on some flyers 1’ d be happy

to giveyou.” Holly turned from Bess to look at George, Ned, and me. “That goes for all of you,” she said.

I glanced from George to Ned. George was hodding enthusiastically, and even skeptical Ned gave Holly a
small smile. “Fair enough,” he said.

“Sure,” | agreed. While | didn’'t always eat organic, | definitely believed in being environmentally
responsible. And everything Holly had said made sense.

“Oh, look!” Holly pointed behind my head at atall, gray-haired, and bearded man. She stood up and waved,
and the man turned to her and nodded. “That’s Sam Heyworth, the man of the hour.”

“Who?" asked Ned.
Holly smiled. “Sam'’ s the founder and owner of the Black Creek Organic Farm and CSA.”
“Sowhat isaCSA, exactly?’ | asked. The term was familiar, but | wasn't totally sure what it meant.

Holly’s eyes sparkled. “I’'m so glad you asked! CSA stands for ‘ community-supported agriculture.” Do you
know how a CSA works?’

| shook my head.

“It'sbasically away to help keep small farmsin business, and help people who live in the suburbs get access
to fresh, local, in-season produce,” she explained. “1f your family joined, for example, Nancy, they would
pay an up-front fee for the whole growing season—June through November. And every week during that
season—or every other week if you bought a half share—you’ d come to this community center to pick up
the freshest, most in-season veggies and fruits that grew on the farm that week.”

| raised my eyebrows. “Picked that week?” | asked. “That’s pretty fresh.”

Holly nodded. “Right off the farm, my friend. It'sas fresh asit gets.”

| glanced up to see the bearded man Holly had identified as Sam Heyworth headed our way, followed by a
woman about his age with short blond hair. Holly looked up at them and smiled.

“Sam can tell you everything you want to know about the CSA,” she said cheerfully. “Black Creek Farm
means alot to him, doesn’t it, Sam?’
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Sam walked up to the table and smiled down at Holly. “Y ou know it does,” he said, looking around at me
and my friends. “Hello. Friends of Holly’s, | assume?’

George's eyes twinkled. “Holly was our Girl Scouts leader,” she said. “ She won't stop talking about your
farm and CSA.”

Sam chuckled. “Well, I'm flattered,” he said. “Running Black Creek Farm isadream of mine. | gave up a
partnership at my law firm to build it.”

Ned raised an eyebrow. “ So you were alawyer, and now you're afarmer?’ he asked.

“Right,” Sam replied. “And | was a stressed-out, unhappy man, frankly, but now I’m”—he stopped and
turned to look at the blond woman, who'd come to a stop beside him—"very content,” he finished. “Ladies
and gentlemen, allow me to introduce my wife, Abby. She's given up alot to support mein pursuing this

dream.”

The woman turned to me and my friends with awarm smile, her eyes crinkling at the corners. “Hello,
everyone,” she said. “I hope you're hungry!”

“We're starving,” Bess promised.
Abby and Sam laughed. Sam glanced up, catching the eye of a thirtysomething man with short brown hair
and boxy black glasses. He raised his hand, waving the man over. The man nodded, then gestured for avery

pregnant woman with long red hair to follow him.

“Thisisour son, Jack, and hiswife, Julie,” Abby explained. “ They’re from Chicago, but they’ ve been
visiting us while they house-hunt in the area.”

“Hi,” said Jack, stopping afew feet away and looking from face to face with a quizzical look.

Julie stopped right behind him. “Hi, everyone,” she said. Now that she was closer, | could see that she looked
alittle pale. “Oh, gosh, | need to sit down.”

Jack looked at her with concern. “Go have aseat!” he said urgently. “In fact, go grab something to eat in the
kitchen.”

“That’sright, dear,” Sam said. “Y ou’re eating for two, remember.”

Julie shot asmall smile at my friends and me. “Sorry to berude,” she said, “but | think | might take Sam up
on that. I’ve been so hungry lately!”

“When are you due?’ Bess asked warmly.
“One more month,” Julie said, patting her round belly.

She waved and walked toward the kitchen. | followed her with my eyes and was surprised when | heard
harsh voices coming from nearby.

“. .. should've planned for her to eat first,” Jack was saying to his father, a sharp edgein hisvoice. “She's
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eight months pregnant!”
Sam looked hurt. “ And nobody minds her sitting down or eating early.”

“Areyou sure?’ Jack asked in alower voice, sneering. “You don’t want us out here shaking handsto sell
your stupid vegetables?’

Sam'’ s face drooped even farther. Abby shot Jack awarning look. “Now, Jack . . ."

Holly cleared her throat. She was staring straight ahead, and | couldn’t tell whether she’d heard the argument
and was ignoring it, or had really zoned out during the whole thing. “1 am getting hungry, Sam,” she said,
looking up at him. “And the hall isfilling up.”

She gestured around at the other tables. | noted that she was right; while only three or four tables had people
sitting at them when we' d arrived, now nearly al of them were populated. They were filled with a
combination of men and women, young and old. | found myself feeling hopeful for Sam and Black Creek
Farm. It was hard not to be touched by his enthusiasm. | hoped some of these diners would become

customers.

Jack shook his head and walked off in the direction of the kitchen, and Sam looked down at us with an
awkward smile.

“1 should go check with the kitchen,” he said. “Maybe we're nearly ready to eat.”

He and Abby strode off, and | looked at my friends. George was frowning at Holly.

“That was weird,” she said.

“What?' Holly asked, crinkling her brow like she had no idea what George was referring to.

“You didn't seethat?’ Bess asked, her blue eyes widening in surprise. “ Jack just got pretty snarky with his
dad.”

“Oh, Jack.” Holly rolled her eyes, waving her hand like Jack wasn't worth worrying about. “He'sjust . . .
high-strung. He gets like that with everyone.”

Ned shrugged. “Maybe he was just worried about hiswife,” he suggested.
“How do you know Julie and Jack?’ | asked Holly.

“Oh, we went to high school together,” she replied. “ The two of them ended up going to the same college
and then settling in Chicago after they got married. It's great having them back here in River Heights.”

I smiled. “Must be nice to reconnect with old high school friends.”

Holly nodded, then looked over to what | assumed was the kitchen door, where Sam was striding out. “Ooh,”
she said, “it looks like Sam is going to speak now. That must mean dinner’s ready.”

| looked toward the podium that had been set up at the front of the room. Sam strode up to it and gently
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tapped the mic.

“Ladies and gentlemen,” he said, leaning in with a smile. “Welcome to the first annual Black Creek Farm
showcase and buffet dinner! I’m so delighted that all of you could be with us tonight, and | can’'t wait for you
to taste the produce we' re growing organically and sustainably on the farm. | hope many of you will consider
joining our CSA. Y ou can grab a brochure with our membership and price info, or just come grab me later!
I"d be happy to give you details.”

Then his face became more serious. “Ladies and gentlemen, Black Creek Farm is a dream of mine, but it's
also something | feel very passionate about. A little over ayear ago, | was working as alawyer at a high-
powered firm in Chicago. | took on the case of a young man whose wife had died of salmonella poisoning.
Do you know what killed her?" He paused, looking around at the crowd. “ Spinach,” he said finally.

“That’ s right—packaged, washed spinach. Y ou know those salad mixes you see at the grocery store. All this
woman had done—she was only twenty-five—was buy and eat some salad. But that salad was poisoned with
salmonella, because our food system in this country is broken.”

| glanced at Ned. | expected him to be wearing his detached, skeptical look, but instead he looked stunned
and totally absorbed in what Sam was saying. Bess and George seemed enthralled too. And Holly was
glancing around at the crowd'’ s reaction, smiling.

Aswe watched, Sam went on to recount where salmonella comes from (meat), and how produce becomes
tainted with salmonella (through contaminated processing equipment). | had to admit that it was shocking
how easily these poisons could make their way into packaged food and how damaging they could be once
they were there. But Sam went on to talk about larger problems with big corporate farms: the damage they
could do to the environment, and the lack of oversight.

“Not to mention,” he added, “the food doesn’t taste that good. Why would you want to eat atomato that was
picked two weeks ago, barely orange? It's never going to beat atomato that ripened in the sun on my farm.”

He paused, clearing his throat. | noticed that there were tearsin his eyes. He really cares about what he's
saying, | thought.

“These are issues that affect me deeply,” Sam finished. “ So deeply that | gave up my six-figure income and
the career I’ d worked decades to build, and spent my life’'s savings on alittle farm just half an hour from
here, in Idaville.” He looked up, his gaze moving from table to table. “I can promise you this,” he said. “The
food from my farm has been lovingly grown and is delicious and safe for your family to eat.” He smiled. “I
hope you al will join me on my quest to make food safer, environmentally responsible—and delicious!”

Sam stepped back from the podium, and the audience erupted into applause. | clapped loudly, glancing at
Ned, and saw that he was applauding heartily too. In fact, everyone at our table seemed moved by the
speech—even Bess.

When the applause died down, Sam moved back from the podium and Abby scooted in, leaning toward the
mic to announce, “You'll al be happy to know that the food is ready! We're going to start lining people up
to move through the buffet line along the right wall, near the kitchen. Tables one through four, would you
liketo head over?’

| looked at the number posted in the center of our table: four.
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“That's us!” Bess said, jumping up excitedly. “ And not a moment too soon! | could eat a horse.”
Holly laughed. “Um, | don't think that's on the menu here, Bess. It's all vegetarian.”
Bess shrugged. “ Then | guess areally big eggplant will haveto do.”

My friends and | moved toward the line that was forming near the buffet table, as Holly ran into the kitchen
to help aslim Asian girl around my age bring out dishes of food. | felt my stomach growling as | spotted
something that looked like pasta pomodoro, some kind of vegetable curry, and . . .

“Oh my gosh,” George whispered in ahiss, and | pulled my eyes from the buffet to follow her concerned
glance.

“Ohhh. . .."

| felt my stomach clench again, this time with concern, as | spotted Julie, Jack’ s pregnant wife, stumbling
from the kitchen. Her face was slick with perspiration, and she grabbed the door frame to steady herself.

Holly was just coming out of the kitchen with a big basket of bread, and she looked, stunned, at Julie. “ Are
you okay?’ she cried, putting the basket on the floor and leaning closer.

“l don’t think so,” Julie whispered, her words slurring. “1 feel .. ."

But before she could finish her sentence, she lost her grip on the door frame and went down—tumbling to
the ground and splaying on the floor.

“Oh no!” Hally cried, kneeling and turning Julie over. “ Jack! Where are you?!”

| heard running and turned to see Jack sprinting over from atable near the edge of the room. “What's
happened to her?’ he yelled. “ Call an ambulance!”

Holly dug into her pocket for her phone, and in the confusion, the young girl who'd been helping set up the
food ran out of the kitchen and surveyed the scene, her face paling in horror. She turned toward the buffet,
where people were eagerly grabbing plates and piling them with vegetables.

“DON’'T EAT THE FOOD!” she cried, running over and grabbing the spoons out of people’s hands. “IT’'S
NOT SAFE!

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Erica Dennis:

The actual book The Clue at Black Creek Farm (Nancy Drew Diaries Book 9) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The Clue at Black Creek Farm (Nancy Drew Diaries
Book 9) is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.
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Robert Bartlett:

Exactly why? Because this The Clue at Black Creek Farm (Nancy Drew Diaries Book 9) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who el se write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So, itisgood for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | were you | will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

John Dussault:

Y ou may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Clue at Black Creek Farm (Nancy
Drew Diaries Book 9) issimple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It
is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tommy Worm:

Isit a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Clue at Black Creek Farm (Nancy Drew
Diaries Book 9) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date,
spending your extratime by reading in this brand new erais common not anerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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