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During the Principate (roughly from 27 BC to AD ), when the empire reached its
maximum extent, Roman society and culture were radically transformed. But
how was the vast territory of the empire controlled? Did the demands of central
government stimulate economic growth or endanger survival? What forces of
cohesion operated to balance the social and economic inequalities and high
mortality rates? How did the official religion react in the face of the diffusion of
alien cults and the emergence of Christianity?

These are some of the many questions posed here, in an expanded edition of the
original, pathbreaking account of the society, economy and culture of the Roman
empire. As an integrated study of the life and outlook of the life and outlook of
the ordinary inhabitants of the Roman world, it deepens our understanding of the
underlying factors in this important formative period of world history. Additions
to the second edition include an introductory chapter which sets the scene and
explores the consequences for government and the governing classes of the
replacement of the Republic by the rule of emperors. A second extra chapter
assesses how far Rome's subjects resisted her hegemony. Addenda to the
chapters throughout offer up-to-date bibliography and discussion of the state of
the question, and point to new evidence and approaches which have enlivened
Roman history in recent decades.
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During the Principate (roughly from 27 BC to AD ), when the empire reached its maximum extent, Roman
society and culture were radically transformed. But how was the vast territory of the empire controlled? Did
the demands of central government stimulate economic growth or endanger survival? What forces of
cohesion operated to balance the social and economic inequalities and high mortality rates? How did the
official religion react in the face of the diffusion of alien cults and the emergence of Christianity?

These are some of the many questions posed here, in an expanded edition of the original, pathbreaking
account of the society, economy and culture of the Roman empire. As an integrated study of the life and
outlook of the life and outlook of the ordinary inhabitants of the Roman world, it deepens our understanding
of the underlying factors in this important formative period of world history. Additions to the second edition
include an introductory chapter which sets the scene and explores the consequences for government and the
governing classes of the replacement of the Republic by the rule of emperors. A second extra chapter
assesses how far Rome's subjects resisted her hegemony. Addenda to the chapters throughout offer up-to-
date bibliography and discussion of the state of the question, and point to new evidence and approaches
which have enlivened Roman history in recent decades.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter Garnsey is Emeritus Professor of the History of Classical Antiquity and a Fellow of Jesus College,
University of Cambridge, UK. His publications include Social Status and Legal Privilege in the Roman
Empire (1970), Famine and Food Supply in the Graeco-Roman World (1988), Ideas of Slavery from
Aristotle to Augustine (1996), Cities, Peasants and Food (1998), Food and Society in Classical Antiquity
(1999) and Thinking about Property, antiquity to the age of revolution (2007).

Richard Saller is the Dean of the School of Humanities and Sciences at Stanford University, USA. He is the
author of Personal Patronage under the Early Empire (1982), Patriarchy, Property, and Death in the Roman
Family (1994), co-editor of The Cambridge Economic History of Greco-Roman World (2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the
book The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Kirk Fonseca:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Hollie Hoffman:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture was
bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Roman Empire: Economy,
Society and Culture has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
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Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case
and try to like reading in which.

Diane Morgan:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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