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This volume makes a valuable contribution to the debate about the origins and
development of Christianity. Larry Hurtado argues that understanding the nature
of Christianity in the first century requires taking full account of the first
Christians' devotional practices because worship was the context in which
christological titles and other expressions of faith were given their specific
meaning--a fact that has largely been ignored.

Hurtado focuses on two distinguishing characteristics of earliest Christian
worship: its exclusivity (rejecting the worship of other deities) and its
"binitarian" shape (the veneration of Christ alongside God the Father). Setting
early Christianity within the religious environment of the Roman era, Hurtado
describes the features of Christianity that attracted followers and led them to
renounce other religions. He then turns his attention to a more detailed discussion
of the place of Christ in the monotheistic worship of the earliest Christians,
showing that Christ figured in their public and corporate devotional life at a
surprisingly early stage. The book concludes with some reflections for Christian
worship today based on the historical features of early Christian devotional
practices.

Clear, illuminating, and relevant to the modern church, this volume will be of
interest to scholars, pastors, students, and general readers seeking insight into the
origins of Christian faith and practice.
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This volume makes a valuable contribution to the debate about the origins and development of Christianity.
Larry Hurtado argues that understanding the nature of Christianity in the first century requires taking full
account of the first Christians' devotional practices because worship was the context in which christological
titles and other expressions of faith were given their specific meaning--a fact that has largely been ignored.

Hurtado focuses on two distinguishing characteristics of earliest Christian worship: its exclusivity (rejecting
the worship of other deities) and its "binitarian" shape (the veneration of Christ alongside God the Father).
Setting early Christianity within the religious environment of the Roman era, Hurtado describes the features
of Christianity that attracted followers and led them to renounce other religions. He then turns his attention to
a more detailed discussion of the place of Christ in the monotheistic worship of the earliest Christians,
showing that Christ figured in their public and corporate devotional life at a surprisingly early stage. The
book concludes with some reflections for Christian worship today based on the historical features of early
Christian devotional practices.

Clear, illuminating, and relevant to the modern church, this volume will be of interest to scholars, pastors,
students, and general readers seeking insight into the origins of Christian faith and practice.
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Editorial Review

Review

Theology (UK)
"A concise and useful introduction to the subject of roots of Christian worship."

Worship Leader
"This book proves to be pointed and helpful in coming to a greater understanding and appreciation of the
origins of Christian worship. I recommend it especially to those wanting to better understand worship's
roots."

Toronto Journal of Theology
"In a manner that is both innovative and challenging, Hurtado seeks to locate early Christian theology within
the context of early Christian worship (rather than the other way around), comparing Christian practices
described in the New Testament with alternative religious expressions from the contemporary Mediterranean
world. . . As a rich introduction to Christian worship in its social context, Hurtado's praxis-oriented approach
bears much fruit, including its ability to suggest so many promising avenues for further research and debate."

Anglican Theological Review
"This brief, scholarly, and readable book considers -- as its subtitle accurately puts it -- the context and
character of early Christian devotion. Larry Hurtado, a leading scholar of evangelical background, seeks to
describe the setting in which the earliest Christian worship arose and certain of its features, and then to
reflect on issues for contemporary Christian worship."

About the Author

Larry W. Hurtado is professor emeritus of New Testament language, literature, and theology at the
University of Edinburgh, Scotland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herman Lewis:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this At the Origins of Christian Worship:
The Context and Character of Earliest Christian Devotion book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.
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Raymond Roth:

This At the Origins of Christian Worship: The Context and Character of Earliest Christian Devotion are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this At the Origins of
Christian Worship: The Context and Character of Earliest Christian Devotion can be one of many great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information
that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this At the Origins of Christian
Worship: The Context and Character of Earliest Christian Devotion giving you an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

George Lehman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this At the Origins of Christian Worship: The
Context and Character of Earliest Christian Devotion e-book written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still question At the Origins of Christian Worship: The Context and Character of Earliest Christian
Devotion as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't
evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Margaret Conley:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book At the Origins of Christian Worship: The
Context and Character of Earliest Christian Devotion was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book At the Origins of Christian Worship: The Context and Character of Earliest Christian
Devotion has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading that.
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